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BY STEPHANIE JOSEPH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Gov. Andrew Cuomo advanced 
signifi cant reforms for New York’s 
state and city school system dur-
ing his State of the State on Jan. 22. 
His main areas of focus are K-12 
education and higher education.
According to Cuomo, one way 
of helping the 250,000 students 
who have been trapped in the fail-
ing schools systems for the past 
decade would be to revamp the 
teacher evaluation program. Th e 
profi ciency of students is linked 
to the competencies of their 
teachers.
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Th e burger 
joint started in 
Madison Square 
Park is taking 
the next step in 
growing its busi-
ness. Th e com-
pany is going 
public, aiming 
to raise $105 million with shares 
starting at $21 a piece.
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with Tetsuo & 
Youth, his fi fth 
album released 
on Jan. 20. It de-
buted at No. 14 
on the Billboard 
200 and critical 
reception has been positive 
thus far. 
ARTS & STYLE 12
Lupe’s Tetsuo & Youth keeps 
it tight (p. 13)
Scientists from 
Th e Institute 
of Optics at the 
University of 
Rochester have 
created a way 
of waterproof-
ing metals. Th is 
development 
can be applied to a near limit-
less number of manufacturing 
theaters.  
SCIENCE & TECH 14
Waterproof metals hold 
many possibilities (p. 14) 
Baruch Col-
lege’s men’s and 
women’s swim-
ming teams 
fi nished their 
2014-2015 sea-
sons strongly by 
wiping out each 
of their CU-
NYAC opponents en route to 4-4 
and 5-5 records, respectively.
SPORTS 18
Baruch swimming teams 
enter playoff s (p. 18)
Education: top priority for NYS
In a study 
conducted by 
university re-
searchers, it was 




a greater sense 
of self-concept clarity, which is 
defi ned as the degree to which 
one understands him/herself as 
a person.
FEATURES 8
Study suggests there are 
benefi ts to writing (p. 9)
BY JASON SHALTIEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e recent attack on the 
Charlie Hebdo offi  ce in Paris, 
France, has brought up the is-
sue of restricting speech in 
the media. 
On the morning of Jan. 7, 
two armed men made their 
way into the offi  ces of Charlie 
Hebdo, a French satirical news-
paper based in Paris, killing 12 
staff  members, a French police 
offi  cer and subsequently fi ve 
Jewish people during a hostage 
situation at a kosher supermar-
ket together with a third gun-
man. Al-Qaida of Yemen has 
since claimed responsibility 
for the attack, citing the publi-
cation of certain drawings of 
the Prophet Muhammad as 
their reasoning. 
Th e attack has rattled the 
media and raised questions as 
to whether a work of satire is 
proper or not, that is, whether 
it has gone too far in the name 
of humor. 
Great satirists are exceptional 
individuals who transcend soci-
ety through their ability to see 
what is wrong around them. 
Th ey strive to inspire others 
through their work and make 
some comedic point out of what 
they believe is wrong in order 
to move people toward some 
great ideal.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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After the resignation of Baruch 
College Undergraduate Student 
Government’s Secretary Veroni-
ca Gavryushenko, USG’s Search 
Committee is in the process of 
looking for a replacement after 
her unexpected resignation on 
Th ursday, Jan. 22.  
Gavryushenko, a senior, was 
formerly secretary for Hillel and 
was elected USG secretary when 
she ran with Next Gen Baruch in 
the USG elections last April. Her 
resignation comes after a spring 
semester scheduling confl ict. 
“It was very unexpected, I got 
an internship off er from an ad-
vertising agency, and it would 
be unpaid,” said Gavryushenko. 
“At the same time, I would still 
have to earn money, so I would 
be working at my current job, 
and I can’t do three things at 
once.” Along with the internship 
and work, Gavryushenko would 
miss USG’s Tuesday night senate 
meetings for a class needed for 
graduation. 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Baruch College USG President Connor Levens (second from left) joins other students at the Casino Royale event on Thursday, 






Beat the winter chill with thrifted outerwear
BY HAI YU
STAFF WRITER
Often in fashion, we sacrifi ce comfort and function for style. I hate to 
admit it, but women bundle up better than men. From the snowpocalypse 
last week, this was even more evident, as many wrote off  warmth as a sec-
ondary concern when they put on their coats. Th is is true especially of our 
young professionals in the Zicklin School of Business at Baruch College, 
who tend to limit their outerwear to overcoats, topcoats, or peacoats over 
their suits to look presentable. 
To me, a plain overcoat is a little boring, so whether I am buy-
ing new or secondhand coats, I try to fi nd outerwear that is a 
little distinct.
You want your clothes to be functional, and that is why a winter staple 
for me is the parka, and I think everyone needs a nice parka in their closet. 
A parka will give you maximum protection from the harsh winter condi-
tions. Th ese are not the puff y “gore-tex” jackets of yester years, because 
nowadays parkas have a more modern, slimmer fi t. Th is allows them to be 
more versatile as you can wear them over anything, even a suit, as soon as 
the mercury begins to drop.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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CUNY’S faculty and staff 
union have said that they still 
have not received a fair contract 
off er from CUNY’s management 
offi  cials. 
President of PSC-CUNY, the 
largest staff  union in the uni-
versity, Barbara Bowen, has re-
quested that an off er be placed 
by the end of the Fall semester. 
Th e faculty feels that a fair off er 
from CUNY is a must in order 
to show its support for the work 
that the faculty does and is ex-
pected to do. 
A new contract must be 
achieved, approved and funded 
by both the offi  ces of the gover-
nor and the mayor. CUNY has 
responded that it is currently 
working on it. 
_________________________ 
Th e Lawrence N. Field Center 
for Entrepreneurship at Baruch 
College is currently playing host 
to a 10-day program where stu-
dents from Chile will learn about 
how they can start a business. 
All students are from various 
campuses of the Universidad 
Technologica de Chile. 
Before beginning the pro-
gram, the students were split 
into three groups that would 
each have to come up with a 
product that would aid in eradi-
cating poverty in Chile. Now, at 
Baruch they are learning how 
to develop that product and 
business plan. 
Th e event is in partnership 
with the New York Entrepre-
neur project, which is designed 
to aid students with meaningful 
learning experiences that can 
they can take back to their own 
universities. 
_________________________ 
Each inch of snow that must 
be removed from New York City 
streets costs about $1.8 million. 
In the past 12 years, the city has 
spent $663.2 million in clearing 
the snow. Due to the plows and 
salt needed for the streets, the 
price of snow removal is very 
costly. Th e more inches, the 
more money needed to remove 
the snow. Th e best scenario in 
terms of spending would be if 
the city received about 24-26 
inches per season. 
_________________________ 
Professors at the CUNY Grad-
uate Center have been asked to 
call students strictly by their 
full names and refrain from us-
ing any title, such as Mr., Mrs. or 
Miss, that relates to a student’s 
gender. Th e change has been 
made to make for a more inclu-
sive environment and to avoid 
potential gender misidentifi ca-
tions by faculty. 
Other universities, such 
as New York University, allow 
transgender students to request 
how they would like saluta-
tions to be used while being ad-
dressed. However, the change at 
the Graduate Center is diff erent 
in that the change would aff ect 
all students.
Since the change has been 
announced, some critics have 
complained that the college is 
wasting its time with such “po-
litically correct absurdity.” 
_________________________ 
COMPILED BY 
MARY PAULINE POKORADI AND 
SIVANNA SHUSTERMAN
N e w s  B r i e f s
Cuomo addresses his future plans for education
BY SIVANNA SHUSTERMAN
STAFF WRITER
Accompanying the new im-
migration policies, New York City 
began issuing municipal identifi -
cation cards on Jan. 12. Th is pro-
gram was designed to essentially 
make city public services more 
accessible to almost half a million 
undocumented immigrants. Th is 
program will also be one of the 
largest of its kind in terms of of-
fering an offi  cial ID card to all citi-
zens of the state, including those 
who do not usually qualify for of-
fi cial state IDs. 
Th is card will make New York 
City public schools, hospitals, 33 
museums and cultural institutions 
and 10 fi nancial institutions, such 
as Popular Community Bank and 
Amalgamated Bank, more acces-
sible to all. Th ese cards will also 
be accepted by the New York Po-
lice Department. For the fi rst year 
of the program, this card will be 
free to obtain. New Yorkers can 
apply for an identifi cation card at 
17 locations in 25 diff erent lan-
guages, making them available 
all around. 
Th ese identifi cation cards are 
not only for undocumented immi-
grants though. Th ey will also aid in 
assisting the homeless and others 
who are struggling to gain access 
to city services and institutions. 
In an attempt to get even more 
people on board, the New York 
government has put together a 
package that those who enroll 
within this fi rst year of the pro-
grams existence will have access 
to. Th is package includes a dis-
count when purchasing prescrip-
tion drugs, a free membership to 
New York zoos and museums for a 
year, as well as library passes and 
other benefi ts. 
After Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced the start of the program, 
people came to claim a card. In 
order to qualify, people must pres-
ent some sort of identifi cation 
such as a foreign passport, or birth 
certifi cate. Immigrants are excited 
to be able to take advantage of all 
the services that he city has to of-
fer as well as being documented in 
the eyes of the government. 
People will also not have to 
worry about being asked his or her 
status when applying for these ser-
vices. For example, when applying 
for a card, immigrants will not be 
asked their immigration status be-
cause according to the mayor, “If 
you’re a New Yorker, that’s all we 
care about.” 
Th ese ID cards will also provide 
a greater security for all, especially 
undocumented immigrants. Not 
only will they be able to benefi t 
from services that all other New 
Yorkers benefi t from, they will 
be able to maintain some sort of 
fi nancial security. 
Now there will be various fi -
nancial institutions that will ac-
cept this card and allow people 
to open bank accounts no mat-
ter what their status. Th is secu-
rity could be life-changing for so 
many people and could improve 
the quality of life for people who 
could not even gain normal library 
access before.  
People are responding enthu-
siastically to the program, accord-
ing to de Blasio. Yet, even though 
this will provide great assistance 
to undocumented immigrants 
and the like, according to Rep. 
Grace Meng, this is a good start 
but not and overall solution. De 
Blasio emphasized that in order 
for real change to occur, strong 
immigration reform must be 
put in place. 
New IDs offered to New 
York City immigrants
USG e-board seat opens
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
USG President Connor Lev-
ens said he would prefer to have 
his executive board remain the 
way it was elected by Baruch stu-
dents but that he understood that 
personal issues arise, requiring 
abrupt resignations. 
“Th e e-board—and I men-
tioned the eff orts of myself and 
Matt [Cohen, USG chief of staff ]—
we have been trying to do every-
thing that we can to be as accom-
modating to both people like Mi-
chael and Veronica who have sub-
mitted their resignation, trying to 
make sure they can dedicate a fair 
amount of time to USG and also 
address their personal situations,” 
said Levens. 
“We recognize that they were 
elected, and to be elected by stu-
dents, you have to dedicate a rea-
sonable amount of time to your of-
fi ce. If you can’t dedicate enough 
time to the offi  ce of secretary or 
you can’t dedicate enough time 
to the offi  ce of the executive vice 
president, then it’s probably best 
we look to confi rm other people 
who can better fulfi ll the duties of 
those offi  ces,” continued Levens.
As USG secretary, Gavry-
ushenko helped manage inter-
nal USG aff airs, such as keeping 
minutes and records of all senate 
and executive board meetings, 
while representing the voice of 
Baruch students. Levens de-
scribed Gavryushenko as diligent 
and very organized. “She worked 
with a lot of clubs in USG mak-
ing sure that when they wanted 
the conference room, they could 
get it. She worked with sena-
tors to make sure the e-board 
was on the same page with many 
senators and their committees,” 
continued Levens. 
“I think it’s important to recog-
nize Veronica as a secretary that 
was an everyday student. She was 
someone who was part of the e-
board who worked. She had a job, 
then she came to school, and then 
she had extracurricular activities, 
and then she went home and she 
had to take care of things there,” 
continued Levens.
Gavryushenko recalled the 
little things in USG, like order-
ing McDonald’s for long senate 
meetings and holding success-
ful Welcome Week events, as her 
favorite moments. 
“It was an incredibly gratifying 
experience. Without USG I would 
not have had the opportunity or 
the means to meet 50 odd, pas-
sionate people, adventurous and 
dedicated people. Th ey have be-
come my lifelong friends,” said 
Gavryushenko.
Th e USG Search Committee 
nominates candidates within and 
outside the USG for the position. 
Th e committee holds private con-
versations with the candidates 
regarding the position and once 
fi nalized by the search commit-
tee, the senate, through a major-
ity vote, confi rms the candidates. 
Gavryushenko is a member of the 
search committee and will assist 
in fi nding her replacement. 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Less than 1 percent of the state’s 
teachers were rated ineff ective 
in the most recent evaluations, 
while only about a third of the 
state’s students in grades 3 through 
8 were profi cient in math and 
language arts. 
Under the existing system, 
20 percent of a teacher’s score is 
based on state testing, 20 percent 
on a local standard and 60 percent 
on qualitative measures such as 
classroom observation. 
Th e governor wants to see the 
formula changed to one that de-
pends 50 percent on state testing 
and 50 percent based on at least 
two observations performed by 
an administrator, an independent 
evaluator or an appointed fac-
ulty member at a SUNY or CUNY 
school of education.
“Our education system needs 
dramatic reform and it has for 
years,” Cuomo said. “ I believe this 
is the year to do it.” 
Cuomo underlined a defi ned 
agenda for the teachers evaluation 
program that would include devel-
oping new standards that teachers 
must meet to enter the profession, 
extending the time for teachers to 
get tenure to fi ve years as opposed 
to the existing two years, setting 
aside $20 million for a “Teacher Ex-
cellence Fund” that would provide 
supplemental pay of up to $20,000 
for high-performing teachers who 
work in “struggling” schools and 
bringing a turnaround specialist 
to take over schools designated as 
failing for three years. 
Cuomo also plans on increas-
ing the number of charter schools 
to 560 from 460 and requiring 
these schools to take a certain per-
centage of poor or disadvantaged 
students. Per these new policies, 
charter schools would receive an 
additional $750 in aid per student.
President Michael Mulgrew  of 
the United Federation of Teach-
ers said it was “sad that so many 
of the ideas I heard ... have been 
tried in diff erent parts of the coun-
try and people have moved away 
from them because they have 
not worked.”
Cuomo’s plan is certainly laud-
able, but it also demands the de-
ployment of a lot of resources 
and capital. Th e governor said 
he would increase school fund-
ing by $1.1 billion, or 4.8 per-
cent, if the legislature approves 
his broad refurbishment of 
school policies.  
“Education, the great equal-
izer,” Cuomo said. “Th is is the area, 
my friends, where I think we need 
to do the most reform and, frankly, 
where reform is going to be diffi  -
cult given the situation in the way 
education is funded in this state.”
Mayor Bill de Blasio who also 
attended Cuomo’s presentation 
concurred with the governor. 
“Th e key to improving educa-
tion in New York City and through-
out the state is to do a much bet-
ter job at traditional public school 
education,” de Blasio said. “Th at’s 
where my focus is fi rst and fore-
most, and that’s where I think we 
need to keep our focus as a state if 
we are really going to turn a corner 
on education.”
When it comes to higher edu-
cation, Cuomo advocates consoli-
dation of administration for both 
SUNY and CUNY, which is set to be 
completed by the end of 2015 in an 
eff ort to save money and be more 
effi  cient with university program-
ming. Th e changes would incorpo-
rate human resources, information 
technology departments and oth-
ers into one staff . 
Furthermore, the governor 
insists on making experiential 
learning a requirement during col-
lege through internships and co-
operative learning. According to 
Cuomo’s agenda, this would pro-
vide recent graduates the concrete 
experience needed to help them 
transition from the classroom to 
their career. 
Th is would also imply increased 
partnerships between local col-
leges and their communities to 
serve as a conduit for students to 
enter the workforce. Many col-
leges have taken this initiative; 
Cuomo’s specifi c proposal would 
also urge community colleges to 
push for more collaboration with 
local business.
In addition, Cuomo alluded 
to the adoption of a statewide 
DREAM Act that would provide 
state tuition assistance to students 
whose parents are undocumented 
immigrants. 
He calls for a controversial 
$100 million Education Tax Cred-
it, backed by the Roman Catholic 
Church and advocates of vouch-
ers, which would off er tax credits to 
individuals and corporations who 
donate money to public schools, or 
to scholarship programs that help 
poor and middle-class students at-
tend private schools. 
Th e governor also voiced sup-
port for the bill last year, but it failed 
in the face of opposition from the 
embattled state assembly speaker, 
Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan) 
“I know these reforms are 
tough, but the purpose of the edu-
cation system and why we do this ... 
is so that we can teach and nurture 
our children,” he told lawmakers. 
“Th is was never about protecting 
and growing a bureaucracy” Cuo-
mo reassured. 
OFFICE OF ANDREW CUOMO
If approved, $1.1 billion will be added to the state’s education budget.
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
Gavryushenko’s resignation was an-
nounced at USG’s last winter meeting.
BY FRANK CORAZZA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
On Jan. 21, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo announced a proposal to raise 
the minimum wage in New York 
state to $10.50 and New York City 
to $11.50 at his State of the State 
address. 
Currently New York’s mini-
mum wage is $8.75 and is already 
set to increase to $9 at the end of 
this year. Cuomo’s proposed raise 
in minimum wage would take ef-
fect at the end of 2016. Th is pro-
posal is a response to the increas-
ing wage gap and to the high cost 
of living in New York City. 
“Th e New York City market is 
arguably the most expensive in the 
United States of America, and it 
is a much more expensive market 
than other parts of the state, so it 
makes sense to me to have a two-
tiered minimum wage,” Cuomo 
said during his speech.
New York currently has the 
highest income disparity between 
the rich and poor, higher than any 
other state in America. According 
to a survey by the Census Bureau’s 
American Community, the top 5 
percent of New York City house-
holds make 88 times as much as 
the poorest 20 percent. 
Most labor groups applauded 
Cuomo’s proposals to combat pov-
erty and reduce income inequality 
within the city. 
President of the Hotel Trade 
Council Peter Ward, one of Cuo-
mo’s supporters said, “Raising the 
wage will not only lift hundreds of 
thousands of working New Yorkers 
out of poverty — giving them an 
opportunity to succeed — it will 
boost consumer demand and help 
businesses across the state grow, 
strengthening our economy.”
Yet even some advocates of 
raising the minimum wage do not 
think that the proposed $11.50 an 
hour is high enough for working 
New Yorkers.
Bill Lipton, director of the New 
York state Working Families Party, 
said, “$11.50 is almost $2 less than 
what he endorsed last spring. And 
the truth is it’s nearly impossible 
to raise a family in this state on 
even $12 or $13 an hour.”
Cuomo backed a plan last 
summer that called for a $13.13 
minimum wage in New York City, 
which he failed to meet. Mayor Bill 
de Blasio had also pushed last year 
to allow cities to be able to set their 
own minimum wage, which New 
York state law prohibits. However 
Cuomo’s plan intends to keep 
those decisions under state con-
trol.
Business groups and Repub-
licans have also voiced concerns 
over the proposal, stating that it 
will lead to fewer job opportuni-
ties. For example, Business Coun-
cil CEO Heather Briccetti said 
raising the wage would, “adversely 
impact both small businesses and 
entry-level workers.”
Since Senate is in Republican 
control, Cuomo will likely face 
strong opposition in winning ap-
proval for his proposal. Cuomo, 
however, included his plan into 
the overall budget proposal in-
stead of a stand-alone bill to make 
it diffi  cult for the GOP to reject it. 
Cuomo remains hopeful that the 
strength of the market will make 
reaching a deal easier.
If Cuomo’s proposal passes by 
the end of 2016, it would make 
New York the highest statewide 
minimum wage in the country, 
passing Washington’s current 
statewide $9.47 an hour.
Cuomo proposes to 
raise minimum wage
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In a recent memo, CUNY Graduate Center Interim Provost Louise 
Lennihan advised the staff  to refrain from using gendered salutations in 
emails and other correspondence with students. Instructors and other 
staff  are advised to use a student’s full name instead, reported Th e Wall 
Street Journal. Th e policy went into eff ect this semester.
Th e memo indicates that the policy exists “to ensure a respectful, 
welcoming gender-inclusive environment” and “to accommodate 
properly the diverse population of current and prospective students.”
Within CUNY, gender identity, or an individual’s subjective or pri-
vate experience of gender is generally respected by the institutional 
structures. CUNY’s policies and practices do not attempt to marginal-
ize those who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or queer. 
Th e university’s offi  cial policy on non-discrimination reads: “It is 
the policy of the university—applicable to all colleges and units—to 
recruit, employ, retain, promote and provide benefi ts to employees (in-
cluding paid and unpaid interns) and to admit and provide services for 
students without regard to … sexual orientation, gender, gender iden-
tity, marital status, partnership status.”
In practice, throughout CUNY, gender identity is not only respected 
but also often celebrated. At Baruch College, for example, the Gay, Les-
bian and Straight Society hosts LGBTQ Month every year. Last semester, 
the Baruch Performing Arts Center hosted the weeklong GenderFluid 
Arts Festival that specifi cally brought trans-identity issues to the fore.
Some may dispute—not without merit—the degree to which CUNY 
purports an inclusive atmosphere for LGBTQ students and staff . Never-
theless, the policy is a step toward creating an environment that is not 
only gender-inclusive but also gender-neutral, and for a good reason.
At the same time, this policy nudges administrators to alter their be-
havior accordingly. Th e policy makes a strong attempt at checking hid-
den prejudices, and by extension, at encouraging a discrimination-free 
academic environment in practice as much as on paper.
It is important to understand that the center’s decision to avoid gen-
dered salutations is a gesture, a gesture that aims to take a supportive 
system and inject inclusiveness established by policy into the academic 
environment. Policy is not a panacea for discrimination. It cannot guar-
antee that deep-rooted biases can be done away with. It does, however, 
encourage an inclusive atmosphere, if only for appearance’ sake. And 
that is something to begin with.
After all, the spirit of inclusiveness cannot be initiated by way of 
policy and memos. Acceptance and respect must come from the way 
members of CUNY community treat one another. 
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Gender identity inclusiveness 
comes from CUNY community 
JERMY FRANCISCO I THE TICKER
The New York Post’s head-lines resonated with indig-nation on Jan. 18, arguing 
that, “in top-secret talks to settle 
federal lawsuits against the NYPD 
for monitoring mosques, the 
city is weighing a demand that it 
scrub from its website a report on 
Islamic terrorists.”
Suddenly a ground-well of 
grumbling surfaced from Th e 
Washington Times, the Tea Party, 
Fox News and various right-wing 
bloggers about the “scrubbing” 
of the 92-page “Radicalization 
in the West: the Homegrown 
Th reat” online. Th ey see any pu-
tative agreement as caving into 
global terrorism.
New York’s Muslim commu-
nity and civil libertarians have 
condemned the New York City 
Police Department’s policy of spy-
ing on Muslims as a policy that al-
most exclusively targeted them as 
terrorists, much in the same way 
Stop and Frisk ensnared mainly 
African-Americans, Latinos and 
poor youth.  
Critics, however, say that the 
NYPD’s online document pro-
motes religious profi ling and 
discrimination against Muslims. 
Defenders strongly declare that 
any modifi cation of the status quo 
would come at the worst time—af-
ter mounting terror attacks by Is-
lamic extremists in Paris, Boston, 
Sydney and Ottawa. Th ey also sug-
gest that it would open the fl oor to 
“lone-wolf attacks,” which, to them, 
are the biggest threat facing the 
city “that suff ered most from 2001 
attacks on the WTC.”
As discussions continue be-
tween plaintiff s of the lawsuit 
against the NYPD, the plaintiff s’ 
demands, the New York Post said, 
include a “halt to any ongoing 
monitoring” of Muslim religious 
sites and the destruction of previ-
ous surveillance as the parties seek 
possible settlement.
Th e NYPD, again, fi nds itself 
under siege. Attacks began with 
the publication of Matt Apuzzo and 
Adam Goldman’s Enemies Within: 
Inside the NYPD’s Secret Spying 
Unit and bin Laden’s Final Plot 
against America 15 months ago. 
“Mosque crawlers,” the code-
name for the unit’s paid informants 
and undercover agents, make “se-
cret recordings of sermons,” wrote 
Apuzzo and Goldman, as a way “to 
rake coals in a fi re pit,” to fi nd that 
“smoldering ember … that may ig-
nite a terrorist fi re storm,” said Da-
vid Cohen, former NYPD deputy 
commissioner for intelligence.
Between 2003 and 2014, the 
NYPD operated with a budget in 
the tens of millions. Th e Demo-
graphics Unit—now known as 
Zone Assignment Unit—mapped 
28 ancestries of interest, including 
those of Muslims, Arabs and Alba-
nians. As plain-clothed detectives 
they went not only to mosques but 
also coff ee shops and parks to ob-
serve and record the public senti-
ment, hoping to fi nd an inkling of a 
terrorist threat.
In 11 years, the unit could not 
produce any information leading 
to a criminal charge. But it did pro-
duce discontent among Muslims 
that they were being religiously pro-
fi led, which is against the law and a 
violation of the Fourth Amendment 
and 14th Amendment.
American history has a strain of 
religious profi ling from its colonial 
days, which emerges at times of 
great national stress. Th e boundary 
between it and racial profi ling is di-
aphanous, as one often merges into 
the other. It is a riot of language and 
images that wish to claim a set of 
truths not necessarily agreed upon; 
it excludes all discourse.
Below the surface, we fi nd that 
former NYPD Commissioner Ray 
Kelly and his search for “terror-
ism” competed for the turf that 
the CIA, FBI and Homeland Secu-
rity claimed. In fact, Kelly violated 
“states’ rights” in the NYPD going 
undercover in New Jersey’s Muslim 
communities and also appropriated 
the functions of America’s national 
diplomacy in operating abroad.
Th ere is no denial that defense 
of the nation goes without saying. 
But what good does religious profi l-
ing do for our core values and ide-
als? If no one will say it, what pur-
pose does it serve us as a free peo-
ple? Let’s recall the words of Judge 
Robert Warren, referring to Patrick 
Henry’s liberty-or-death speech, 
“In the short run, one cannot enjoy 
freedom of speech … to worship … 
of the press unless one fi rst enjoys 
the freedom to live.” And our Mus-
lim citizens deserve no less.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism
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In an age where information is available by clicking a button on a computer, it is easy to ques-
tion why student publications still 
exist in colleges today. Information 
is everywhere.
So then why are you reading this 
student publication, Th e Ticker, 
when you could be doing your own 
research on your laptop instead? 
With news corporations such as 
CNN, NBC and FOX covering all 
the important stories, why waste 
your time reading about current 
events through the eyes of some 
college kid you have never met and 
probably never will?  
Th e fact of the matter is that stu-
dent publications on college cam-
puses create a sense of community. 
Th e students who attend such col-
leges have something to call their 
own. Here at Baruch College, we 
have Th e Ticker. Printed weekly 
and placed conveniently on cam-
pus, it is always current and acces-
sible. With thousands of students 
rushing around from class to clubs 
to internships and to jobs, a stu-
dent publication such as this one is 
quick to pick up and browse, even 
if you only have a few minutes. 
Plus, it is a free news source, and 
it is safe to say that anything free 
is something all college students 
can support. 
While media outlets cover news 
from around the world, college-
specifi c publications deliver infor-
mation pertaining more to you, the 
college student. It is important to 
be informed about global and na-
tional issues. It also helps to know 
what is going on in your own back-
yard. Covering everything from 
sports, technology, the economy 
and CUNY news, Th e Ticker takes 
on the role of conveniently deliver-
ing all this information and more 
in a weekly paper. College student 
publications on campus are a vi-
tal and perhaps the most relevant 
source of news for students who 
spend much of their time at school.
Student publications are also 
a great way for college students to 
express themselves and allow them 
to grow as people. Take this, the 
opinions section of Th e Ticker, for 
example. Students can comment 
on the same topic, off ering diff er-
ent opinions and perspectives. 
College is meant to be the time 
when you discover who you are as 
an individual, where you stand on 
the big issues or just your outlook 
of the world. Such publications on 
college campuses allow students to 
do all of these things. 
Connecting the campus, pro-
viding information on more lo-
cal issues and serving as an outlet 
for student expression and self-
growth are the roles these college 
publications fulfi ll and are why 
many colleges still have student-
run publications. If it were not for 
student publications, Th e Ticker it-
self would cease to exist, and I do 
not think that is something Baruch 
students would want. 
-Meghan Daly
Marketing ’18
Student publications survive for schools
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As offi  cials deployed resources to contain the eff ects of the blizzard 
last week, New York City residents fl ocked to grocery and department 
stores to stock up, anticipating days of possible isolation. Th e crowds 
at these stores, while attesting to the general panic, demonstrated in-
stances of behavior unbecoming to a civilized order. Shoppers shoving 
one another, grabbing weeks’ worth of supplies and picking unwarrant-
ed arguments with salespeople were not an uncommon sight. 
To be fair to the hoarders, there had been proclamations of a “his-
toric” snowstorm, and people were just being cautious. However, one 
cannot help but wonder if a dozen boxes of pasta is what should ideally 
be set aside for dinner on a night with no electricity. Losing touch with 
desirable behavior is as worrying as forgoing basic respect for other in-
dividuals.
We are better than this. We all witnessed accounts of great generos-
ity and altruism after the city was wrecked by Hurricane Sandy in 2012. 
Th e worst times also bring out the best in us. We are selfi sh as humans, 
but selfi shness and mutual respect need not be exclusive. If we are all 
in this together, we had better act the part. Let’s not make apprehension 
more vulgar than ignorance. 
Trying times demand selfl essness
On Jan. 21, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, delivered the State of the State Ad-
dress. Cuomo began his speech 
by listing New York’s statistical 
improvements. 
Th ese improvements include 
a drop in the unemployment rate 
to 5.9 percent and the reconstruc-
tion of an “alienated” upstate. Yet, 
New York’s glowing report card is 
not what everyone has been wait-
ing to hear from the leader of the 
state, rather, it is the policies that 
he plans to put into place to im-
prove the state that people wanted 
to hear.
Cuomo laid out the outline for a 
few new policies: higher minimum 
wage, a new system to evaluate 
teachers and reforms that would 
mend the bond between the pub-
lic and police. All of these attempts 
to improve the state of New York all 
seem to be good ideas on the sur-
face, but the actual the impact of 
his proposals is questionable.
Cuomo claimed that the most 
important reform, as well as the 
most diffi  cult, involves creat-
ing a new system of evaluation 
for teachers. If this reform is put 
into place, Cuomo promised to 
increase educational funding by 
$1.1 billion. Th is budgetary in-
crease would obviously be a huge 
help to the education system, and 
if this is the most important issue 
for the governor, then he should 
not be placing conditions on 
education funding. 
Cuomo should be volunteer-
ing that funding to promote a 
stronger education system. If he 
desires to put new teacher reforms 
into place he should not hold 
hostage the improvement of New 
York education. 
Teachers unions are in an up-
roar and are not having it. Karen 
Magee, president of New York’s 
largest teachers union, is not too 
happy with the fact that Cuomo 
did not discuss the necessity to re-
duce class sizes and focus resourc-
es to the poorest areas in the state. 
Teachers seem to feel Cuomo is 
mishandling education reform. 
One of the biggest issues on 
everyone’s mind is the rising ten-
sion between the public and law 
enforcement. People are obviously 
still as angry as they were a few 
months ago, for even on the day 
of Cuomo’s address, 22 protesters 
sat at the entrance of his address 
in Albany.  
In order to deal with policing 
issues, Cuomo proposed for an 
increase in the diversity of po-
lice ranks, as well as having an 
independent offi  ce dedicated to 
monitoring cases where unarmed 
civilians are killed by police of-
fi cers. Cuomo also stated that 
prosecutors should be allowed to 
release more information to the 
public about these types of cases. 
Cuomo handles this issue with 
aplomb, acknowledging the many 
facets of the issue, as opposed to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, who only 
seems to anger law enforcement 
offi  cials whenever he discusses 
police-community tensions.
Cuomo also stated the desire 
to raise the minimum wage to 
$11.50 an hour in New York City 
and $10.50 everywhere else in the 
state. Th is is certainly a nice step 
up from the $8.75 an hour people 
are currently earning; more money 
is always a good thing. 
De Blasio, meanwhile, has 
asked for a raise to $13.30 an 
hour for the city minimum wage. 
Assemblyman Brian Kavenagh 
claims that Cuomo’s proposi-
tion just “doesn’t do it in New 
York City.” 
Cuomo does deserve praise for 
trying, but in New York City, peo-
ple are going to want and demand 
more. With increasing income in-
equality, people call for a balance 
of the scales, and with the cost of 
living steadily rising, people can-
not survive on a measly $8.75 an 
hour, especially in New York City.
After hearing what Cuomo has 
proposed for the future of New 
York and its denizens, lawmakers 
will have to meet and negotiate 
about what will and will not go into 
aff ect, when it will go into eff ect 
and how best to implement those 
policies. Th is will all have to be de-
cided for 2015’s budget. 
Cuomo’s new reforms do seem 
to be enveloped in good inten-
tions, but whether or not they will 
all breed good results and garner 
the support of lawmakers is yet to 
be seen. Only time will tell if New 
York’s statistical report card will 
glow even brighter next year. We 
will all have to wait and see. 
-Sivanna Shusterman
Pol. Sci. and Journalism ’18
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New York state’s future is questionable
If you were to ask any random student at Baruch College what their biggest worry was, 
chances are you would get an an-
swer related to GPA. It is not hard 
to see that good grades are the 
lifeblood of college students, and 
the amount of pressure that goes 
into obtaining good grades can 
be overwhelming. But just how 
worthwhile is that “A” you have 
spent all semester trying to earn? 
Grade infl ation, which is a rise 
in the average grade that students 
receive, has become a serious 
concern with many universities 
across the country. Th e causes of 
grade infl ation can be explained in 
a number of ways, from students 
performing better on average or 
outdated and easy course material 
or even to schools awarding higher 
grades than students earned in or-
der to boost their average.
However you believe grade in-
fl ation comes about, it is clear to 
see that it is a very real problem. 
Grade infl ation, which has 
been on the rise for the past few 
decades, makes it much more 
diffi  cult to diff erentiate between 
students. It also further raises the 
bar for what colleges and potential 
employers see as an acceptable 
grade to earn. One must ask the 
question: Is this the direct result of 
an outdated and ineffi  cient grad-
ing system that places too much 
emphasis on score? 
In 2004, Princeton University 
tried to develop a method to fi ght 
back against grade infl ation. Princ-
eton had enacted a policy where 
only a certain percentage of stu-
dents could receive A grades, thus 
bringing value back to the score. 
However, this policy was re-
cently terminated, as it was not 
a credible solution and instead 
served to discourage students, 
similar to what many argue about 
the Baruch accounting depart-
ment’s grading policies. 
Th e truth is, a simple change 
to grading policy will not solve 
the problem. Rather, what should 
be looked at is how we interpret 
grades in the fi rst place. Grades 
alone cannot be a measure to de-
termine how qualifi ed or success-
ful one is at a certain subject.
From the very fi rst days of 
grade school, students have it en-
graved in their minds that they 
need to earn good grades if they 
want to move on to a better school, 
get a well-paying job, or even 
live a good life. Th is mentality is 
prevalent throughout all levels of 
schooling and is even how most 
schools are measured when com-
pared to others. 
Th is leads to students avoid-
ing harder subjects and majors 
and taking less challenging alter-
natives in order to obtain a good 
grade. At that point, school be-
comes a lot less about learning 
and experiencing and a lot more 
about gliding through your classes 
and looking impressive. 
For grade infl ation to cease, the 
value placed on high grades needs 
to be diminished. Students do 
need a type of feedback, and grad-
ing does fulfi ll that purpose. 
However, there are better ways 
to handle the feedback process 
than what we currently have. A 
possible solution could be emulat-
ing what countries like the United 
Kingdom do and lowering the 
amount of grades that are given. 
Doing so would lower the confu-
sion that occurs when dealing with 
the diff erences between the many 
grades used in the United States. 
While success in schooling is very 
important and should be com-
mended, there is more to a student 
than a numerical value. 
-Gabriel Marrero
Corporate Communication  16
Care less about your GPA
If only the start of this semes-ter was greeted by 70-degree weather, partly cloudy skies 
and mass transit functioning with-
out delays. But despite its name, 
the Spring 2015 semester most 
certainly starts in the winter.
Last week, Baruch College 
ramped back up for another busy 
semester, and clubs and organi-
zations greeted students in very 
innovative ways. Th e Transfer 
Student Organization threw a tre-
mendous welcoming party in the 
gym; clubs were recruiting new 
members across campus, and the 
USG worked to make the transi-
tion from winter break to “school-
mode” easy for returning students 
and transfers.
Similar to some of my remarks 
during Freshman Convocation in 
August, I want to point out that 
this is a new semester and all of us 
are taking challenging courses at 
Baruch and have busy schedules, 
but let’s not forget the importance 
of getting involved on campus.
When someone says, “Hey! You 
should get involved on campus,” 
people often assume that means 
you should join a club or take up a 
leadership position in some orga-
nization. While these may be a few 
of your options, let’s explore two 
other opportunities available on 
campus that are often overlooked.
For one, something Baruch is 
great at is off ering opportunities 
for students to work in various 
academic departments and orga-
nizations. Th at is a very important 
(and paying) way to get involved! 
Pay attention to department bul-
letins to see the offi  ces hiring 
student aides.
Secondly, the USG consists of 
13 representative senators, and 
right now, we only have 12. Each 
representative senator speaks for 
1,000 students at Baruch, and we 
are currently looking for someone 
to fi ll the fi nal spot.
If you want to represent 1,000 
students in this college’s USG, 
email me at connor.levens@us-
gbaruch.com with your resume, 
transcript and availability no later 
than Feb. 6.
For those who have not at-
tended a USG meeting before, 
this Tuesday is going to mark our 
fi rst meeting for the Spring 2015 
semester. Th e senate will be meet-
ing at 5:30 p.m., and its fi rst item 
of business will vote to confi rm 
Annie Sourbis as its new execu-
tive vice president. Club members 
who have submitted appeals are 
encouraged to be in attendance 
for the event in case the senate has 
any questions.
We hope that this column 
helped inform you a little more 
about how USG works and how to 
get involved. If you are interested 
in learning more about USG or 
would like to hear our thoughts 
on something in our next column, 
please reach out to us in our offi  ce 
at VC 3-275 or email me directly.
Connor Levens is the president of 
Baruch USG. He may be reached at 
connor.levens@usgbaruch.com.
Republicans lack clear political planNew opportunities at 
Baruch for students
President Barack Obama’s recent State of the Union address clearly assured 
congressional Republicans and 
indeed the entire Republican es-
tablishment that the president 
would not be as docile and conser-
vative leaning for the fi nish of his 
term in offi  ce. 
Th e new Democratic minority 
in Congress has signaled as well 
that they remain fi rmly planted 
in various progressive initiatives, 
including the defense of the Af-
fordable Care Act, the blocking of 
the Keystone XL pipeline and the 
president’s “middle class econom-
ics,” which refers to increased taxa-
tion on the wealthiest in America, 
in order to fund various presi-
dential proposals including free 
childcare, free community college 
and new tax credits for average 
wage earners.
Any claim by Republicans that 
the new proposals would increase 
the debt and would cause fi scal 
distress will be faced with the fact 
that Obama’s defi cit-reducing pol-
icy has brought the budget defi cit 
to a new low, according to a report 
released Jan. 26 by the Congressio-
nal Budget Offi  ce. Th e defi cit has 
gone from $1.4 trillion in 2009 to 
the new 2015 fi gure of $468 billion. 
Additionally, the “class warfare” 
claim many junior Republicans 
have been fervently and almost 
religiously chanting is a double-
edged sword and a public im-
age nightmare; Republicans end 
up looking like the “lap dogs” of 
the rich. 
Th e plan for Republicans in this 
heated political atmosphere is not 
quite clear due to the courting of 
potential Republican presiden-
tial nominees for 2016, which is 
still underway. Th e Republicans 
are split on how to respond the 
president’s new progressive of-
fensive—and to the facts. Mark 
Shields, analyst and commentator 
on PBS NewsHour, observed the 
situation perfectly in his remarks 
after Obama’s State of the Union, 
“Th e Republicans are enormously 
divided. You’ve got Mitch McCon-
nell taking credit for the economy 
and John Boehner saying the econ-
omy is in worse shape than it was.” 
Shields continued, “Reince Prie-
bus, the republican national chair-
man, today said the economy is a 
calamity [but] the president has 
numbers in his favor.”
Th ese two groups, Republicans 
who acknowledge the improving 
economic conditions and the pub-
lic demand for democratic propos-
als, and those who do not, defi ne 
the problem facing the Republican 
Party: they clearly do not know 
what to do. 
Joni Ernst, during the Repub-
lican response to the State of the 
Union, largely adopted the latter 
stance, delivering a speech that 
on the whole sounded like it could 
have been delivered in 2010. Most 
of the points made were either out 
of date or consistent with various 
Republican policies that are either 
not popular (repealing the Aff ord-
able Care Act) or just misleading 
(detrimental lost jobs claims while 
unemployment has hit new lows). 
Like Ernst, there are many Re-
publicans in Washington who 
posses a very diff erent view on 
the economy than as indicated in 
studies, surveys and numerous 
other statistics collected on the 
state of the economy. 
Quite frankly, this kind of will-
ful ignorance, the action of Repub-
licans putting their fi ngers in their 
ears and closing their eyes in face 
of their rival’s political success, will 
not do anything to help the situa-
tion and will estrange Republicans 
from those moderate, indepen-
dent voters who will be so critical 
to Republican success at the polls 
in 2016.  
Taking into account those like 
Senate majority leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, who acknowledge the 
current success of the economy, 
the question then shifts to what 
problems are there to address? 
When it comes to the economy, 
the main problems that have 
been cited include the wage stag-
nation of the middle class and 
the growing socioeconomic in-
equality, which has sparked so 
many protest movements and 
progressive populism. 
But how can a party stereotypi-
cally set out to support the wealthy 
in American society relate to an 
inequality problem and make the 
issue work for their favor? Th e 
answer is it is pretty hard. Th e Re-
publican party will have to make 
big strides in their commitments 
toward small businesses and the 
wage defl ation problem, and there 
are some signs that these moves 
are being made. 
Potential 2016 Republican pres-
idential candidate Mitt Romney 
recently endorsed the minimum 
wage and publically acknowl-
edged wage stagnation as a serious 
problem: a sign of the serious de-
parture from the “47 percent” line 
that the Republicans have toed for 
too long. Yet, this is what is needed 
from Republicans in order to have 





In his State of the State address, Gov. Andrew Cuomo defends fair wages but shirks education reform.
Cuomo’s new reforms do seem to be enveloped in good 
intentions, but whether or not they will all breed good results 
and garner the support of lawmakers is yet to be seen.
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“Know this, the shadow of the 
crisis has passed and the state of 
union is strong,” said the President 
in his State of the Union speech on 
Jan 20.
President Barack Obama was 
referring to the circumstances the 
country has overcome during his 
presidency and the improvements 
that have been made thus far to the 
economy. One of the biggest im-
provements included bringing the 
economy out of recession.
However, there is still much 
work to be done, as the president 
explained. Ultimately, Obama’s 
overall goal is to lay the ground-
work for a more prosperous middle 
class economy for future genera-
tions. Th e president touched upon 
many key elements during the 
State of the Union speech. One key 
element was taxes. Th e president’s 
plan proposed to lower the tax rate 
of middle class earners and raise 
them for the wealthiest. Specifi cal-
ly, Obama favors returning the top 
capital gains tax rate to 28 percent 
for individuals earning $500,000 
or more.
Also, Obama proposes to close 
inversions, which would prevent 
U.S. businesses from integrat-
ing overseas and avoiding paying 
federal taxes. 
His second proposal was to 
make two-year community col-
lege free with a goal of making the 
American workforce more com-
petitive and be able to meet the 
challenges of the new jobs of the 
21st century.
Implementing this proposal is 
crucial according to the president, 
as he stated, “By the end of this de-
cade, two in three openings will re-
quire higher education.” 
A third proposal is increas-
ing the federal minimum wage to 
$10.10 an hour. Additionally, where 
sick leaves are concerned, the pres-
ident is expected to ask Congress to 
pass legislation that requires com-
panies to give their workers paid 
time off  for illness and create $2.2 
billion grants to help states fund 
this initiative. 
Due to excessive cyber attacks 
on businesses and most recently 
the cyber attack on Sony Corpora-
tion in December, the president 
proposed a plan to nationalize cur-
rent laws about company obliga-
tions to report a break in.
Specifi cally, this is a three-point 
cyber security proposal that is in-
tended to help both private and 
public sectors work together to 
combat cyber threat.
Unfortunately, there is skepti-
cism with regards to this proposal. 
Technology activists argue that 
they could have unintended eff ects 
such as excessive penalties for cy-
bercrimes and invasions of privacy 
through increased government 
surveillance, as stated by Dhrumil 
Mehta to fi vethirtyeight online.
Another of the president’s pro-
posals is to strengthen trade by 
passing trade agreements. Modern 
businesses, including small busi-
nesses, need to sell more American 
products overseas. Today, the Unit-
ed States exports more than ever 
and exporters pay higher wages 
than ever.
With that being said, ninety-
fi ve percent of the world’s custom-
ers live outside our borders, which 
mean that it would be benefi cial if 
the country used those opportuni-
ties to our advantage, as explained 
on inc.online. 
In addition, with regards to in-
frastructure, Obama proposed that 
building new infrastructure, which 
includes a national broadband 
network and rebuilding old infra-
structure, to meet the demands of 
the 21st century will make us com-
petitive globally and will hopefully 
appeal to more businesses to invest 
in the United States.
Th e president went on to em-
phasize that 21st century business-
es need 21st century infrastructure, 
for example; modern ports, stron-
ger bridges, faster trains and the 
fastest Internet. On the other hand, 
the main focus of Obama’s State of 
the Union speech was the middle 
class. Th e president consistently 
touted middle class economics. For 
instance, he shared a story about 
a young family who struggled to 
make ends meet during the worst of 
the economic crisis to demonstrate 
that Americans have rebounded. 
After the conclusion of Obama’s 
address, individuals had a lot to 
say. Scott Horsley of NPR expressed 
that, for years, Obama has struggled 
“not to seem rosy,” in a time when 
Americans were in a deep funk. 
However, due to the recent 
gains in job growth and the GDP, 
the United States is in a better 
shape than most countries around 
the world, and Obama said in 
his speech that it is time to turn 
the page. 
Kristen Anderson, a Republican 
pollster, told NPR that there are 
many Americans who do not feel 
like it is time to turn the page. 
Anderson went on to say that 
the President’s speech might have 
posed a risk of coming across as 
“painting too rosy a picture of the 
economy.” Although, many indi-
viduals have both negative and 
positive thoughts about Obama’s 
State of the Union address, the 
president has made several ac-
complishments thus far during his 
presidency. 
As noted by Washington 
Monthly online, Obama reversed 
Bush’s torture policies, improved 
America’s image abroad, expanded 
national service, improved the food 
safety system, passed Wall Street 
reform and passed the health care 
reform, just to name a few.”
State of the Union address focuses on recovery and new plans
S&P settles with SEC, first action against rating agency since ’08 crisis 
BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
STAFF WRITER
Standard & Poor’s, one of the 
big three investment rating fi rms, 
has allegedly misled investors con-
cerning the safety and stability of 
certain real estate mortgage-bonds. 
Th e SEC announced on Wednes-
day, Jan. 21, that S&P, a subsidiary 
of McGraw-Hill Financial, agreed 
to a settlement in which they would 
pay $77 million to both the SEC and 
the attorneys general of New York 
and Massachusetts.
Th ey also agreed to receive 
a yearlong ban from rating cer-
tain high-valued, commercial-
mortgage-backed securities, and 
to retract a study published in 
2012 that was the basis of the SEC 
investigation. 
Th e fi ndings of the inves-
tigation were revealed on Jan. 
21, and according to the SEC, 
S&P had published “a false and 
misleading article.”
Th e study claimed that certain 
bonds that received a triple-A rat-
ing under the new rating criteria 
would be able to handle economic 
stress. Th e SEC claimed that the 
data used in the study was “de-
cades removed” from the Great 
Depression, which was a source of 
information for the study. 
S&P’s study, titled, “Estimat-
ing U.S. Commercial Mortgage 
Loan Losses Using Data From Th e 
Great Depression,” was authored 
by two prominent ratings-criteria 
offi  cers and a top commercial real 
estate analyst. 
Th e study analyzed the perfor-
mance and attributes of depression 
era commercial-mortgage loans, 
and compared them to present-day 
loan deals.
According to the article, the 
bonds that were rated triple-A 
would see “an average loss of about 
20 percent in periods of extreme 
economic conditions.”
Th e SEC claimed that the study 
“relied on fl awed and inappropri-
ate assumptions.” One author was 
concerned initially that the study 
sounded too much like a “sales 
pitch” and was aware of the fact 
that they were possibly overstep-
ping federal regulations. 
S&P is currently dealing with 
over $1.37 billion expected to be 
paid to over a dozen diff erent states 
as well as the Justice Department 
for violations leading up to the 2008 
fi nancial crisis.Th ese violations are 
likely related to the rating of resi-
dential mortgage-backed securi-
ties, which many blame the 2008 
housing bubble on. 
Investors use S&P, in addition 
to Moody’s Investors Service and 
Fitch Ratings, to judge the integrity, 
safety and potential payout and 
losses of investments. Th is action 
by the SEC is the fi rst regulatory 
discipline taken against one of the 
big three rating fi rms since the 2008 
fi nancial crisis. 
In a news conference about the 
settlement, SEC enforcement di-
rector Andrew Ceresney said that 
in an eff ort to gain business, S&P 
was dishonest to investors about 
their rating criteria.
He claimed that investors were 
left “in the dark” with respect 
to their knowledge of the rating 
methods, and were not accurately 
or completely informed after the 
2008 crisis.
According to Ceresney, the vio-
lations “refl ect a deep cultural fail-
ure at S&P and a failure to learn the 
lessons of the fi nancial crisis.” 
Speaking about the violations, 
New York Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman claimed, “Credit 
agencies like S&P promised not to 
contribute to another bubble by in-
fl ating the ratings on products they 
were paid to evaluate. Unfortunate-
ly S&P broke that promise.” 
S&P’s response was neutral re-
garding the settlement, and it nei-
ther confi rmed nor denied the va-
lidity of the accusations and said it 
“takes compliance with regulatory 
obligations very seriously.” 
According to the SEC’s fi ndings 
in the investigation, this is not an 
isolated incident. In 2011, S&P told 
investors they were using certain 
conservative criteria to rate com-
mercial real estate bonds, but was 
in fact using a completely diff erent 
set of more liberal standards.
S&P received $7 million in pay-
ment to rate these bonds. Accord-
ing to Schneiderman’s offi  ce, “S&P 
misled market participants into 
thinking that the ratings for their 
investments were better and that 
their investments had more protec-
tion than was actually the case.” 
Th e SEC is also taking action 
against Barbara Duka, the former 
head of S&P’s commercial-mort-
gage-backed securities division. 
SEC offi  cials claim that Duka’s mo-
tive for changing ratings criteria 
was to gain more business for S&P. 
Duka denied this claim, stating 
in a complaint fi led in a Manhattan 
federal court that her and her team 
believed the method of rating was 
“analytically correct.”
Th e complaint fi led on Jan. 16 
was intended to block action by 
the SEC, which could permanently 
damage her reputation and possi-
bly lead to action barring her from 
the securities industry. 
Internal problems were also 
overlooked and left unchecked 
with regards to S&P’s monitor-
ing of transactions of previously 
rated residential-mortgage deals, 
according to the SEC. Th is moni-
toring occurred between October 
2012 and June 2014. According to 
S&P offi  cials, they have agreed to 
an “extensive undertaking” to bet-
ter internal components. Th ough 
the settlement with the SEC is only 
costing S&P $77 million, the total 
amount S&P may pay to regulators 
is close to $2 billion. 
Some question whether or not 
the rating fi rm is getting off  easy for 
displaying the same behavior that 
contributed heavily to the latest 
fi nancial crisis. 
“Th e bottom line is that S&P 
used criteria that (were) less strin-
gent but lied to investors about it,” 
according to Ceresney.
AGATA PONIATOWSKI I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
S&P, one of the three biggest rating agencies, was partially blamed for the 2008 
fi nancial crisis due to innacurate ratings.
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Much of the president’s speech focused on the economic growth in recent years.
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Microsoft emphasizes cross-platform ability with Windows 10
BY EDGAR LLIVISUPA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Recently, Microsoft invited the 
press to a preview of their upcom-
ing update to their Windows op-
erating system. Unlike their previ-
ous conference that focused on 
enterprise support, this conference 
focused on upcoming changes 
that would benefi t the average 
consumer.
Th e press conference was di-
vided into several presentations by 
Microsoft executives that focused 
the changes on the desktop, mobile 
products, gaming and the future of 
Windows devices. 
On the PC side, the Windows 
Phone exclusive personal assistant 
Cortana will be included in future 
builds of Windows. Cortana is an 
attempt to combine the natural 
dictation of Siri and the knowledge 
of Google Now, which Microsoft 
hopes will entice consumers in 
confi ding their personal data and 
information such as a user’s home 
address to their fl ight information. 
Following from leaks from Th e 
Verge’s Tom Warren, the upcoming 
web browser Spartan was also re-
vealed and included Cortana inte-
gration. Although Cortana is still in 
beta stages on the Windows phone, 
the personal assistant has earned 
positive reception. 
Microsoft is betting that they 
can further build on the success. 
It is still unsure whether or not 
Microsoft will rebrand their new 
web browser so as to distance it-
self from the negatively connoted 
Internet Explorer. 
Microsoft’s Joe Belfi ore, VP of 
Microsoft’s Operating Systems 
Group, went further into the up-
coming changes in the company’s 
ambitions for mobile devices. 
While Windows Phone has been 
doing well in the low-end market 
and likewise abroad in Europe and 
rising markets such as Brazil and 
India, it has yet to establish a sig-
nifi cant market share in the United 
States and has suff ered from its 
small user base.
Otherwise popular apps that are 
available on other platforms such 
as Snapchat, Tinder and Instagram 
rarely make it on to the platform 
or are quickly abandoned by their 
developers. Microsoft has made it 
clear once more that they will push 
universal apps that can run on both 
desktop and mobile.
Recently, CBS Corporation 
launched their news app CBSN 
on Windows Phone. Belfi ore also 
announced that there will be an 
upcoming announcement for a 
future fl agship Windows Phone in 
the summer. 
On the gaming side, head of 
Xbox Phil Spencer demonstrated 
an improved Xbox app with added 
social capabilities, including an 
improved messaging system that 
would allow gamers to chat with 
friends and watch video high-
lights from other gamers. Th ey 
also unveiled that Windows 10 
will have the ability to live stream 
footage from a connected Xbox 
One console.
It is unknown if these features 
are exclusive to Xbox Live Gold 
subscribers. PC gamers may feel 
left out from the news as Xbox was 
the main focus for this segment 
of the conference, but Microsoft 
hinted at more news at the upcom-
ing Game Developers Conference, 
which will be held at the Moscone 
Center in San Francisco from 
March 2 through 6. 
Microsoft later focused on up-
coming devices that were built 
around the capabilities of Windows 
10 with the Surface Hub, an 84-inch 
4K touch panel with various sen-
sors, and HoloLens, the company’s 
attempt at augmented reality.
It is diffi  cult to imagine these 
devices being released any time 
soon for consumers, but it is 
great marketing by the company 
to demonstrate the future and 
the secret projects Microsoft has 
been working on. Under new CEO 
Satya Nadella, Microsoft began 
a transition from being a soft-
ware company to a devices and 
services company.
Microsoft’s prominent entrance 
to the devices market began as ear-
ly as the launch of their fi rst Xbox 
games console. Th e company later 
expanded to selling computer pe-
ripherals such as mice, keyboards 
and webcams. Xbox Live Gold was 
the company’s fi rst and most nota-
ble paid service that allowed its us-
ers to play online, chat with friends 
and stream online content from 
services such as Netfl ix.
While both the Xbox and Xbox 
Live Gold launched in 2001 and 
2002, traditionally their main 
source of revenue was from licens-
es for their suite of productivity 
apps Offi  ce and Windows licenses. 
In recent years, the company 
expanded in the hardware market 
with the launch of the Surface line 
of tablet-laptop hybrids and with 
the acquisition of Nokia and their 
line of Lumia smartphones and 
Aria cellular devices.
In late 2012, Microsoft Offi  ce 
soon changed to a subscription 
service model similar to Xbox Live 
Gold, a move replicated by other 
companies such as Adobe for its 
Creative Cloud suite of professional 
creative applications.
Bing and Xbox services are also 
powerful enough as a founda-
tion for future Microsoft services 
and devices.
With these changes in mind, 
Windows becomes a service rath-
er than a piece of software. It is 
still unknown if future iterations 
of Windows software will follow 
a subscription model or if Mi-
crosoft is hoping that their other 
services are attractive enough to 
lure consumers into investing in 
Windows devices.
By granting a free update to 
Windows Phone, Windows RT, 
Windows 8.1 and Windows 7 users, 
the company should have a promi-
nent user base for Windows 10 that 
should attract more developers 
into taking advantage of the oper-
ating system. 
Th e simplest way to summa-
rize Microsoft’s new business ap-
proach is by taking a look at their 
logo, with each color representing 
a core product. Th e Offi  ce orange, 
Windows blue, Xbox green and 
Bing yellow are the core of the com-
pany’s future ambitions of leading 
in the tech industry. With Windows 
10, Microsoft hopes that it has a 
place in everyone’s life as well.
WWW.BLOGS.MICROSOFT.COM
Terry Myerson, Microsoft executive VP of operating systems, stressed Windows 10’s ability to be used across platforms.
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BY STEVEN WEINER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Uber, the app-based trans-
portation network and taxi com-
pany, was founded in March 2009 
by Travis Kalanick and Garrett 
Camp. Since then, the company 
has been arriving in new cities 
and countries. 
As of Dec. 16, 2014, the service 
is available in 53 countries and 
over 200 citiesworldwide. Uber 
has expanded growth to the point 
where they have said that they 
are opening in new cities almost 
everyday.
Back in November, the ride-
sharing company informed inves-
tors it planned to raise more than 
$1 billion in funding that could 
value the company at more than 
$30 billion. 
Th e goal of the expansion is to 
make the company able to per-
form operations in Asian coun-
tries. Th ey also want to expand 
their car-pooling service, titled 
UberPool, which is only avail-
able in San Francisco, New York 
and Paris. 
Even with such a mass market 
of people who are willing to invest 
their money in such a unique style 
of transportation, Uber still faces 
many challenges. 
Most of these are in Europe 
where the question remains 
whether or not the passengers are 
safe riding with non-licensed taxi 
drivers, since they are a privately 
owned company. A lot of strong 
resistance has stemmed out of 
Germany where licensed taxi driv-
ers have challenged Uber drivers’ 
right to pick up passengers.
Th e period between last No-
vember and this January has seen 
Uber raise $1.6 billion in convert-
ible debt from Goldman Sachs 
Group Inc.’s wealth management 
clients. Uber is still contemplat-
ing raising another $600 million 
from hedge funds and interna-
tional strategic investors to add 
to the $1.2 billion raised back 
in December. 
In the past month, the value of 
the company has increased anoth-
er 33 percent, making Uber one of 
the highest valuations ever for a 
technology startup company. It is 
suspected that they are more valu-
able than Twitter and Hertz.
Although Uber is smooth sail-
ing despite some minor setbacks, 
they have said they will also put 
their recent cash fl ow to fund re-
search and development to im-
prove safety in order to make the 
passengers feel more comfortable. 
Hitting a button on a phone and 
waiting for a car to pull up may 
seem sketchy, but it is the same as 
calling up your usual taxi service 
from your house. 
Uber’s popularity of reach-
ing out to investors could allow 
enough assets to be raised to 
put the yellow taxi services out 
of business.
Th e investors who are wary 
of the company say it is because 
Uber’s $40 billion evaluation 
makes no sense. Expanding has 
been easy because no federal 
government agencies have come 
after them.
Regulatory issues with smaller 
cities have been an issue with 
Portland, Oregon being the latest 
place to threaten to sue the com-
pany if they did not “play by the 
same rules as taxi services.” 
Skeptical investors have said 
the only way this hypothetical val-
ue of $40 billion will hold true is if 
they do not crash up against seri-
ous government regulations that 
can negatively impact growth. 
Until then, Uber will remain 
a competitor with various car-
riding industries. Th e company 
will IPO at $21 per share.
Uber continues growthShake Shack IPO has investors buzzing 
BY AMANDA ELSAYED
STAFF WRITER
While walking past Madison 
Square Park, it is almost impos-
sible to miss the incredibly long 
line that wraps around the park 
itself. Th e people on these lines 
are waiting to eat at Shake Shack, 
a burger chain that originated in 
the park. 
Founded in 2001 by Daniel 
Meyer, this popular chain comes 
from modest beginnings as a sim-
ple hot dog stand in the middle of 
Madison Square Park. Currently, 
36 out of 63 of the company’s loca-
tions are in the United States, while 
the remaining shacks are located 
in other countries such as Dubai, 
Turkey and England. 
In late December, the company 
announced its fi ling to go public 
and ever since, news about the 
company, its potential prosperity 
and its IPO has been buzzing. 
Th e company initially fi led for 
its IPO with the intention of raising 
about $100 million. 
Th e company recently esti-
mated the stock price of the IPO 
to be between $14 and $16. Ac-
cording to an SEC fi ling, the 
company plans to off er 5 million 
shares of common stock, which 
will result in about $80 million for 
the company. 
Th e common stock will be 
divided into two types, Class A 
and Class B stock. Th e company 
has requested that the Class A 
shares be listed on the New York 
Stock Exchange under the sym-
bol “SHAK.” Th e Class B stocks 
will be off ered to “Continuing SSE 
Equity Owners, on a one-to-one 
basis with the number of LLC In-
terests they own,” according to the 
SEC fi ling. 
Th is simply means that the 
Class B stocks will be made avail-
able to private buyers rather 
than the general buyers, such 
as Meyer’s own Union Square 
Hospitality, private equity fi rm 
Leonard Green & Partners and 
Select Equity Group, who will 
end up holding a majority of the 
company’s shares. 
However, the stockholders of 
Class A and Class B stocks do hold 
the same amount of power. Th e 
company has reported that stock-
holders who buy Class A stocks 
will also be entitled to 14.1 per-
cent of the total voting power of 
the company. 
JPMorgan, Morgan Stanley and 
Goldman Sachs are among the 
underwriters that are assisting the 
company in this IPO. 
Th ough corporations and ana-
lysts seem to have interest in Shake 
Shack’s IPO, various individuals 
do not seem to have the same opti-
mism about the company. 
MarketWatch interviewed cus-
tomers who were waiting on line 
to order at Shake Shack on Eighth 
Avenue concerning whether or 
not they were planning on buying 
the stock. Th e reported responses 
were all geared towards restau-
rant stocks not being a buy, at least 
not rapidly. 
Many people base their pres-
ent stock-buying decisions off 
of past companies’ prosperity or 
downfalls, and several past com-
panies have had triumphant 
IPOs followed by turmoil and 
even bankruptcy. 
Regardless of individual opin-
ions 2015 looks like a promising 
year, especially considering the 
recent drop in gas prices, leaving 
more expendable income in con-
sumers’ pockets. 
Moreover, as reported by Th e 
Wall Street Journal, the company 
may prosper because of the lim-
ited number of restaurants that are 
publicly traded. Th is may spark in-
vestors’ interests. 
For a company that has been 
prospering privately over the years 
that it has been operating, going 
public must have some sort of in-
tention behind it. 
Meyer, when talking about the 
company, stated, “We fi rst con-
ceived our hot dog cart, not as the 
basis for a business, but rather as 
a small experiment to see if some-
thing as simple as selling delicious 
hot dogs could have the power 
to express what matters most: 
caring for our team members, 
guests, community, suppliers and 
investors.” 
Since its foundation, the 
company has placed signifi cant 
emphasis on its exemplary cus-
tomer service and the positive 
outlook that its employees have 
while working. 
Th e company plans on open-
ing ten new stores over the course 
of 2015. Th is could explain the 
lowering of net income in the 
past few months, as operating 
expenses and pre-opening costs 
have risen. 
Furthermore, it has been re-
ported that Shake Shack plans to 
ultimately expand its number of 
operating facilities to 450 restau-
rants. Going public will serve as a 
means to assist the funding of this 
future objective. 
Th e company reported in their 
fi ling that they plan to spend “ap-
proximately $30.8 million for gen-
eral corporate purposes, including 
opening new Shacks and renovat-
ing existing Shacks.” 
Along with these general pur-
poses, the company intends to 
pay for expenses incurred by the 
off ering itself. 
Furthermore, they will use the 
proceeds to repay the outstanding 
borrowings under their “Revolv-
ing Credit Facility of approximate-
ly $36.0 million,” as reported in 
their fi ling. 
Features
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Satire may be considered prop-
er when it is executed by an in-
dividual who is part of the group 
that is being commented on. Has-
san Chaudhary, a senior account-
ing major at Baruch College, cited 
Th e Daily Show with Jon Stewart as 
what he believed to be an example 
of satire done well.
“I personally like to watch Jon 
Stewart on Th e Daily Show just be-
cause he perfectly mocks everyone 
without hurting anyone’s feelings. 
Even if he mocks you, you’d laugh 
at that,” Chaudhary explained. 
Much of Th e Daily Show’s magic 
lies in their ability to be both come-
dic and informative. Th e program 
pokes fun at American politics 
and news organizations in order 
to highlight hypocrisy, corruption 
and ineptitude. 
“It’s a very diffi  cult job to make 
sarcastic comments without of-
fending someone,” Chaudhary 
conceded, “but again if you watch 
Jon Stewart, he perfectly summa-
rizes all the problems and mocks 
everyone in a very funny way.” 
Classic examples of satire done 
well include Jonathon Swift’s essay, 
“A Modest Proposal,” published in 
1729, which suggested eating chil-
dren from impoverished families 
as a means of solving poverty in 
England. 
Another is Shalom Aleichem’s 
musical, Fiddler on the Roof, which 
was initially written as a satirical 
commentary of Jewish life in East-
ern Europe, poking fun of Jewish 
traditions as an attempt to make 
the people aware of their prob-
lems so that they would progress in 
Europe. Swift was an Englishman 
who was fed up with English eco-
nomics and politics. Aleichem was 
a Jew who abhorred many of his 
people’s practices. 
Distasteful satire is the purpose-
ful off ending of other people’s be-
liefs. Yousuf Ahmed, a junior ac-
counting major, feels that religion 
is something that needs to be han-
dled sensitively by the media.
“When it comes down to reli-
gion, it becomes a lot more contro-
versial because people have diff er-
ent opinions, diff erent mindsets,” 
he explained. “So if you want to 
address something, you can make a 
point or an argument about it but I 
don’t think it should be a matter of 
poking fun.” 
Contemporary satirists face the 
dilemma of being presented with 
many diff erent groups to target but 
are limited in what they may appro-
priately cover. Th is is due to diversi-
fi cation within society. 
Most large metropolitan ar-
eas are made up of many dif-
ferent demographics, giving 
many cities the distinct charac-
teristics of being both diverse 
and inclusive. 
Christians, Muslims, Jews and 
atheists can be found living in the 
same buildings throughout diverse 
areas such as New York and Eu-
rope. Th e world is also becoming 
increasingly more interconnect-
ed. Events within a given nation 
can potentially impact the entire 
world. However, globalization and 
the altering dynamics of cities have 
yet to do away with the need for po-
litical correctness. Recent coverage 
of the Paris terror attack highlights 
exactly this. 
On Jan. 8, one day after the at-
tack on the offi  ces of Charlie Heb-
do, Th e Wall Street Journal pub-
lished an editorial condemning the 
attack and lionizing specifi c publi-
cations for reprinting the images of 
the prophet and contributing to the 
satire towards Islam. 
However, Th e Wall Street Jour-
nal did not publish comics of the 
prophet themselves. CNN acted 
similarly in its coverage, condemn-
ing the attacks and lauding free 
speech while censoring the com-
ics of Charlie Hebdo. Th e New York 
Times likely turned the most heads 
with their editorial, which empha-
sized caution over publishing cer-
tain content.
All of this is not to say that the 
media has been egregious in their 
coverage but to point out that the 
attack in Paris, along with the many 
issues that have since surfaced, are 
tremendously complicated and 
diffi  cult to cover. Editors are con-
cerned for the welfare of their staff  
and bear the burden of making 
sure that content is appropriate for 
publication. 
Censorship, as in government 
restricting speech, is never appro-
priate. It is the duty of the public 
to decide what is and is not ap-
propriate and the media must act 
upon that. Censoring cartoons 
and conceding that it is some-
times appropriate to limit speech 
is not an indication of weakness, 
rather it is proof that society is 
highly complex. 
Individuals of all religions re-
main divided over the publication 
of the prophet. 
As Jason Chu, a sophomore ac-
counting major described, “Sat-
ire can be taken in a really wrong 
way. And the bad part is that it can 
perpetuate an image of a group 
diff erently from what people 
see.” Censoring cartoons of the 
prophet adheres to the will of the 
public, keeps people from divid-
ing further and leaves alone a re-
ligious sect that has already been 
shaken up. 
Th e great responsibility of the 
media is serving the public, wheth-
er they keep the public aware of 
what events are going on through-
out the world or they make each 
day more tolerable for our fellow 
man. Deciphering if a work is ap-
propriate has increasingly become 
a part of the media’s duty as the 
world has become more inclusive.  
Th e power of print can move 
markets, shape opinions, shift 
landscapes and, most importantly, 
create something from nothing. 
Th e pen will remain mightier than 
all so long as it is not put down. 
Charlie Hebdo shootings spark controversy over free expression
BY SIBELY ANAN
FEATURES EDITOR
Th e fi rst day of February marks 
the initiation of Black History 
Month, an annual dedication to the 
achievements of African Americans 
in the history of the United States. 
Th e introduction of Black Histo-
ry Month was a natural progression 
from Negro History Week, con-
ceived in 1926. Historian Carter G. 
Woodson, who believed in reason’s 
power to trump prejudice, found-
ed the Association for the Study 
of Negro Life and History, which 
dedicated itself to researching and 
promoting achievements made by 
African Americans.
“Th ose who have no record of 
what their forebearers have ac-
complished lose the inspiration, 
which comes from the teaching of 
biography and history,” Woodson 
insisted. Th e purpose of the orga-
nization was to bring awareness 
to the contributions and achieve-
ments of African Americans in the 
country. It was fi rst celebrated in 
February 1926 that contained both 
the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln 
and Frederick Douglass, leader of 
the abolitionist movement. 
Th e concept of Black His-
tory Month received a lot of posi-
tive feedback, gaining traction in 
schools that began to want to teach 
their students about black his-
tory. It eventually lead to mayors 
across the country supporting rec-
ognition of Negro History Week as 
a yearly occurrence. 
Decades after its inception, 
Kent State University’s Black Unit-
ed Students organization proposed 
the expansion of Negro History 
Week to Black History Month in 
1969. Th e next year, Kent State was 
the fi rst to attribute the month to 
black history. 
Learning about the history and 
achievements of African Ameri-
cans will help students under-
stand their role in the context of 
the country’s history and society. It 
involves Americans in identifying 
black history as an integral part of 
the history of the country. 
Th ose who support Black His-
tory Month will say that it is es-
sential in identifying great black 
thinkers and creators, and that 
keeping those important fi gures 
in history is essential in holding 
together the history of America as 
a whole. Th e abolitionist move-
ment and the eradication of slavery 
is a huge chunk of American his-
tory that cannot be skimmed over, 
and it shows that the nation has 
come a long way, though there is 
still progress to be made. 
However, the recognition that 
the month provided for trying 
to fi ght for these histories to be 
taught and recognized has taken 
on negative perspectives. Rather 
than teaching black history during 
the shortest month of the year—
while the movement itself has such 
a long and illustrious history—it 
should be incorporated into a 
yearlong curriculum. Essentially, 
American history hardly exists 
without black history. 
Last year, Baruch College’s 
Black History Month committee 
organized a series of events for 
the month under the theme, “Civil 
Rights in America: Yours, Mine and 
Ours.” It was a huge success. 
Th e month kicked off  with a 
night of singing and drumming 
performances, as well as dancing, 
poetry and spoken word readings. 
Other events included a panel 
discussion about deconstructing 
black identity, a Black Entertain-
ment Festival, a health and well-
ness event, and a debate on the 
controversial government policy of 
stand-your-ground.
In 2013, Black History Month 
celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of the March on Washington as 
well as the 150th anniversary of 
the passing of the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 
Th e fi rst week of Black His-
tory Month events opened with 
panels and open forums. Th e cel-
ebrations also included network-
ing events such as the Divine Nine 
event, which brought in nine his-
torically black Greek organizations 
that spoke of their struggle during 
segregation, when they were fi rst 
established. 
Th e last event of the night, the 
Closing Gala, featured an activist 
in the Campaign for Black Male 
Achievement, who encouraged a 
nurturing community and stressed 
the importance of it in learning 
about the importance of Black 
History Month. 
Th is year’s Black History Month 
kicks off  on Feb. 4 with its Open-
ing Ceremony. It will feature Dr. 
Georgina Falo as well as perform-
ers Matt Vorzimer and the Diverse 
Dance Crew.
History Month celebrates ‘reason’s power to trump prejudice’
The purpose of Black History Month is to celebrate and acknowledge African Americans in the context of American history.
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People in Paris spoke up for their right to free expression, although Baruch College students defi ne the bounds of satire.
“Those who have no record of what their forebearers have accomplished lose the inspiration 
which comes from the teaching of biography and history,” Woodson insisted.
“When it comes down to 
religion, it becomes a lot 
more controversial because 
people have diff erent 
opinions, diff erent mindsets. 
So if you want to address 
something, you can make a 
point or an argument about 
it,” explained Yousuf Ahmed.
BY KSENIYA KOSMINA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Many have already discov-
ered writing’s therapeutic abili-
ties that help one refl ect, release 
and replace negative feelings and 
thoughts when dealing with dif-
fi cult situations. A recent study 
suggests that writing helps people 
deal with and recover from painful 
emotional experiences like break-
ups by allowing them to refl ect to 
regain their understanding of their 
identity and purpose in life.
Grace Larson, a graduate stu-
dent at Northwestern University, 
and Dr. David Sbarra, a professor 
of psychology at the University of 
Arizona, conducted a study, pub-
lished in Social Psychological and 
Personality Science, analyzing the 
behavior of 210 people who have 
recently broken up with their 
signifi cant others.
Th e participants, ages 17 to 29, 
were divided into two groups. One 
group fi lled out a detailed ques-
tionnaire about their feelings about 
their break-up and talked to a re-
corder for four minutes, answering 
questions that made the respond-
ers analyze their relationship and 
causes for its end. Th e group re-
peated this exercise every three 
weeks, three times. 
Th e second group fi lled out the 
questionnaire only at the begin-
ning and the end of the nine-week 
study period and did the speaking 
exercise only once, at the end of 
their last writing session. 
At the end of the study, Larson 
and Sbarra questioned both groups 
about how they felt about their 
break-ups, their confi dence, their 
self-worth and whether they were 
ready to move on with life.
Th e responders of the fi rst group 
reported greater sense of self-
concept clarity than those in the 
second, defi ned as the degree to 
which they understand themselves 
as people.
Sbarra explained that people’s 
understanding of their identity is 
linked to relationships with oth-
ers, especially with romantic part-
ners. When a signifi cant relation-
ship ends, a person questions their 
sense of identity, trying to under-
stand who they are and what role 
the other person played in shaping 
that identity.
Th e extended writing and 
speaking exercises helped the fi rst 
group to analyze their relation-
ship, refl ect on the value that the 
other person brought to their lives, 
isolate themselves from the feel-
ing like a part of their past partner 
and understand what needs to be 
done to move on. Th e fi rst group 
reported higher levels of feelings 
of independence and clarity about 
their future.
Sbarra said that such newfound 
confi dence and contentment re-
sult from repeated self-refl ection 
that allowed participants to dis-
sect the situation, refl ect on what 
went wrong, make peace with 
themselves and (usually) their 
partners and leave the negative as-
sociations behind.
He advises people to recover 
from traumatic experiences by 
turning to writing, as the process 
of expressing emotions, analyz-
ing them and leaving them behind 
without any remaining thoughts is 
proven to be therapeutic. Writing 
cleanses, or more correctly purges, 
the mind and the heart from the 
negativity that prevents one from 
moving forward to better things. 
Other research shows writing’s 
benefi ts that stretch beyond im-
proving mental health. 
In 2013, New Zealand research-
ers monitored how writing af-
fected groups of 64 to 97 year olds, 
who, before undergoing arm biop-
sies, wrote about their daily experi-
ences for 20 minutes every day for 
two weeks. 
For a month, researchers ob-
served and photographed the 
participants while wounds from 
the procedure healed, fi nding that 
skin and muscle damages of those 
who kept their journals healed 
faster than those of participants 
who did not.
On the 11th day after the biopsy, 
photos of the wounds revealed that 
76 percent of the group that wrote 
had healed as compared with only 
42 percent of the group that did not.
“Writing about distressing 
events helped participants make 
sense of the events and reduce 
distress,” commented Elizabeth 
Broadbent, co-author of the study 
and a professor of medicine at New 
Zealand’s University of Auckland.
Harboring negative emotions 
about an experience over time in-
creases the production of stress 
hormones like cortisol, which 
weakens the immune system. Writ-
ing allows one to move on from 
pondering the negative experience, 
cleansing the mind of negative as-
sociations and the body of harmful 
hormones.
Professionals advise to set a 
limit on how much to focus on a 
particular experience to prevent 
obsessing over it. 
“Th ere’s a delicate balance be-
tween avoiding and getting over-
involved with stressful events. You 
touch on it, think about it, put it 
out there, refl ect and create some 
distance,” advised Sbarra.
Baruch College students shared 
what writing means for them.
“Writing defi nitely makes me 
feel happy, since I’m in control of 
what I’m doing. It’s a skill that has 
to be polished over time, so seeing 
where you’ve gotten to and how 
far you can go is also a very inter-
esting aspect of it,” shared Anna-
belle Chan, a sophomore majoring 
in marketing. 
“I tend not to use my writing to 
channel negative emotions, but I 
have to say that every good writer 
has used their life experience to en-
hance their writing, and the more 
life experience the person has the 
better it gets,” Chan advised.
Ledia Gjoka, a junior majoring 
in marketing, shared what writing 
does for her. 
“I’ve always liked the power 
writing gives me; being able to 
create something makes you feel 
calm,” Gjoka affi  rmed. “Fear is a 
strong emotion, and it comes in 
many diff erent forms, but each of 
those forms can lend themselves 
to inspiration. You can continue 
to build the fear into horror, or you 
can conquer the fear victoriously.”
Pew Research study suggests therapeutic benefits of writing
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A series of writing sessions gave participants a great sense of an understanding of themselves, which aff ects their relationships.
BY BEN CHATHAM
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
In fall 2014, Planned Parent-
hood of New York City Action Fund 
collaborated with Baruch College 
and Cosmopolitan magazine to 
host Get It On, an event in which 
sex and gender were discussed 
candidly. Led by Amanda Seales, 
Get It On lived up to its promise as 
a fun and fearless open dialogue as 
barriers concerning sexuality were 
transcended. 
While the event was undoubt-
edly a success, it seemed to cater 
more to women, as proven by the 
predominantly female crowd. As 
such, the few males in the audience 
may not have felt comfortable join-
ing in the meaningful discussions 
on gender issues.
Issues of gender have been 
gaining traction in contemporary 
society, whether it is through the 
lens of sexual health, gender eq-
uity or gender-related violence. 
Stimulating healthy and inclusive 
discussions leads to lasting poli-
cies and change. Notable instances 
of this can be seen in the fi ght to 
obtain equal pay as well as the He 
For She movement, as gender re-
lations have been exemplifi ed in 
a global context. It is benefi cial 
to have male allies in these and 
other movements that support 
gender equity.
Equal pay has been a long 
fought issue, initially tackled by the 
U.S. government with the passage 
of the Equal Pay Act of 1963. As of 
the last census report, the gap has 
narrowed to 78 cents for women to 
every dollar a man earns, a big step 
up from the 59 cents to a dollar that 
was common in 1963. 
However, it is still not equal pay, 
and the gap is still signifi cantly 
wider for women of color. Black 
women only earn 65 cents for ev-
ery dollar a white man earns, and 
Latinas only earn 54 cents. In this 
year’s State of the Union address, 
President Barack Obama further 
highlighted this issue when he said, 
“Child care and sick leave and 
equal pay … these ideas will make 
a meaningful diff erence.” Th e 
concept of equal pay as part of 
women’s rights is clearly prevalent 
in the minds of not only our fe-
male leaders, but also some male 
policymakers. 
He For She is a movement that 
has grabbed the attention of a glob-
al audience. With Emma Watson as 
the spokeswoman, this social me-
dia campaign has sparked a world-
wide conversation, along with a 
globally trending hashtag, about 
the role of men in the movement 
for gender equity. It has brought 
popular culture together with 
politics, bridging the gap between 
awareness and policy action. 
While the He For She campaign 
has rallied both men and women, 
its main purpose is to shed light 
on the fact that women’s issues 
are often an area of discomfort for 
men. Most men struggle to see 
their defi ned role in this fi eld, ex-
cept as the perpetrators of injustice 
against women. 
Get It On provided a welcoming 
and safe space for women to dis-
cuss these delicate issues.
Planned Parenthood of New 
York City Action Fund is returning 
to Baruch on Tuesday, Feb. 3, for 
their all-volunteer Activist Coun-
cil’s event, Creating Space, Taking 
Space. Th e Facebook event page 
describes it as “a lively panel dis-
cussing the experiences and role 
of men in the movements for sex-
ual and reproductive health, rights, 
and justice, gender equity and end-
ing gender-based violence.” 
Speaking at the event are Pe-
ter Serrano, Planned Parenthood 
of New York City’s associate di-
rector of Youth Programs; Colin 
Adamo, the Young Men’s initia-
tive coordinator for Advocates for 
Youth; Jayson McCoy, a teen ad-
vocate for Planned Parenthood of 
New York City; and Finn Schubert, 
program manager at getLARC 
(Grants for Education and Training 
in LARC). 
Serrano helps organize a di-
verse set of youth programs, such 
as Evidence-Based Programs and 
Male Inclusion Services. Adamo 
assists young men in reaching 
out to and bringing together oth-
ers to better understand issues of 
sexual and reproductive health. 
McCoy is active in community 
outreach and engages his peers in 
workshops to educate on sexual 
health and teens’ rights on the is-
sue. Schubert manages a national 
program to increase training in 
IUDs, a long-lasting, reversible 
contraceptive method. Brittany 
Brathwaite, a reproductive justice 
activist on Advocates for Youth’s 
Young Women of Color Leadership 
Council, will moderate the event.
Creating Space, Taking Space 
provides men with an open 
and welcoming environment in 
which they can approach topics 
that may otherwise make them 
feel uneasy. 
In her famous U.N. speech in-
troducing He For She, Watson 
called on men, asking, “How can 
we aff ect change in the world 
when only half of it is invited or 
feel welcome to participate in the 
conversation?” Th e hashtags #He-
ForShe and #RealMenDont soon 
exploded, prompting worldwide 
discussion of the issue from a male 
point of view. 
After addressing the female 
perspective of gender issues with 
Get It On, Planned Parenthood 
aims to tackle the male views with 
Creating Space, Taking Space. Th e 
event will be hosted in the Multi-
purpose Room from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 3. 
It is an excellent opportunity 
for men at Baruch to have their 
questions and concerns regarding 
gender issues answered in an en-
vironment better suited to them. 
Simultaneously, it opens the dia-
logue to women trying to better 
understand the male perspective 
and off ers a chance to grasp the 
role of both genders in working to-
ward true gender equity.
Men’s role in equality movements becoming more essential
COURTESY OF CARRIE MUMAH
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Creating Space, Taking Space, hosted 
by Baruch College along with Planned 
Parenthood, will feature panelists Peter 
Serrano, Jayson McCoy, Finn Schubert, 




Th e gap year is a prickly sub-
ject. Th ere are wondrous accounts 
of self-discovery while backpack-
ing across South America, but 
contrasting these are accounts of 
the armchair travelers who spend 
their gap year channel-surfi ng. 
If you are sizing up a break be-
tween semesters or before college, 
you must know your motivation 
for it. Some students just need 
time off  from the academic grind 
while others yearn to capitalize 
on free time to start a photogra-
phy blog, help construct makeshift 
homes in a disaster-stricken sub-
urb or emulate Eat, Pray, Love with 
an  experience abroad. 
If your reason is that you do 
not know what to do with your 
life, your game plan should consist 
of various activities to maximize 
your chances of stumbling on what 
piques your passion. Consider tak-
ing short courses—academic or 
non-academic—or joining the De-
sign Th inking Boot Camp, a break-
neck-speed crash course in the 
tools, techniques and mindset for 
problem-solving through design. 
Th e skills you acquire could 
boost your candidacy for intern-
ships you value, or at least be-
come transferrable skills for self-
branding. Sites like meetups.com 
and coursehorse.com list unusual 
classes available in New York City. 
Aerial acrobatics, anyone? 
If you have a bucket list, start 
working on it. Getting published 
in a magazine or mastering the 
piano could be a signpost to your 
calling. I did not start college until 
four years after I snagged an intern-
ship at a publishing company and 
fell in love with writing. Now, I am a 
freshman with a page-long resume, 
a portfolio and knowing where I 
want to go with my career. 
At the time, my high school 
counselor told me I was treading 
water by not going to college—and 
he was right. A high school degree 
and work experience can only get 
you so far, but my gap year was in-
tegral to my story and my personal 
branding.  
Many prospective college stu-
dents are warned that the incu-
bated academic environment 
does not prepare them for the real 
world. Finding an internship or 
undertaking volunteer work is pro-
verbial gap year advice, but where 
should an underclassman or high 
school graduate lacking real world 
credentials start? 
“You have connections every-
where. You have family, friends, 
uncles, aunts. Th ey all have jobs 
more or less, so ask them if they 
can hook you up. My fi rst intern-
ship was from a family member,” 
says Benjamin Ing, a Baruch Col-
lege alumnus who now works 
at JPMorgan as a corporate 
fi nance analyst. 
If you are feeling shaky about 
soliciting recruiters, try attending 
a career workshop or seminar such 
as a FindSpark event. FindSpark 
off ers workshops, job and intern-
ship boards and resources for ca-
reer success. 
Events such as Recruiters Get 
Real: A Resume and Cover Letter 
Workshop and #HireMe: How to 
Use Social Media in the Job Hunt, 
enable you to informally meet and 
schmooze with real recruiters and 
industry insiders. 
You will also learn valuable 
communication skills, business 
etiquette as well as the realization 
that recruiters are people too, and 
they like being probed for advice. 
Instead of agonizing over your 
elevator pitch, focus on your story 
so that you know what to ask for. 
If you plan to take a gap year, 
tell everyone you know – you never 
know who might connect you with 
the editor, recruiter or entrepre-
neur who might change your life.  
A gap year can be expensive, 
particularly if you are volunteer-
ing, but you can make it worth-
while while supporting yourself 
with a nine-month stint in com-
munity service with Americorps, a 
civil society program supported by 
the federal government. 
Travel bugs can rack up fre-
quent fl ier miles; you will be placed 
with nonprofi ts, schools and public 
agencies across the country and 
travel with a team. In return, you 
receive a stipend for living expens-
es, academic credit and a grant to-
wards your tuition fee. 
Th e gap year has many pros 
and cons, yet naysayers can defl ate 
your morale. Free time can be the 
most daunting thing you have ever 
encountered because of the lack of 
routine, but if you have a purpose, 
even if that purpose is only to fi nd 
purpose, there may be value. 
Remember also that university 
is meant to be a time for explora-
tion and self-discovery and that 
delaying it by a year could set you 
back. Also, many internship and 
volunteer opportunities are only 
open to enrolled students, and with 
an average full-time course load 
of 15 credits, the college student 
has more free time than 
in high school.
Student’s experience with her gap year strives to erase stigma
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
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I’m back in New York and it feels 
like this city is devoid of people. 
Where are the spick and span, air-
conditioned subway stations? Well, 
at least it is great to have a 24/7 run-
ning subway again. My 2014 study 
abroad semester in Hong Kong 
was absolutely the most interesting 
semester ever.
Let me start with the beginning. 
I am an international student from 
Zurich, Switzerland, and study in-
ternational business at Baruch Col-
lege, minoring in fi nance and Asian 
and Asian-American studies. 
Having visited diff erent Asian 
countries for vacation, I always 
had the urge to learn more about 
the business aspect of the Asian 
culture, especially that of Hong 
Kong and China. In my third year 
of study, I wanted to apply for a 
study abroad semester in Hong 
Kong or Shanghai, since these are 
the most important fi nancial hubs 
in Asia. However, I quickly realized 
that I was going for Hong Kong and 
applied through Baruch’s study 
abroad offi  ce. Having a position on 
the board of the Exchange Support 
Club helped me get in touch with 
exchangers from Hong Kong who 
are studying at Baruch. Th rough 
them, I received valuable inside 
information about Hong Kong and 
the City University of Hong Kong, 
where I studied. 
I successfully managed to get 
through the interviews and was 
delighted to hear from Dr. Richard 
Mitten, director of study abroad at 
Baruch, that I was chosen, among 
three others from Baruch, to spend 
my 2014 fall semester in Hong 
Kong. With only weeks left, I knew 
I needed a place to stay in Hong 
Kong as soon as possible. I start-
ed looking for a room. Th e rental 
market in Hong Kong is even cra-
zier than in New York and to avoid 
scams, it is very important to be 
careful with every single listing and 
always check back with the City 
University of Hong Kong.
Currently, CityU Hong Kong 
is renovating some of the student 
housing halls. Th is is why two of 
us were not able to to stay on cam-
pus. However, I did fi nd a little tiny 
place in the neighborhood of Mong 
Kok. My room, including a bath-
room and shower, was 86 square 
feet. As you can imagine, this was 
quite small and defi nitely unusual 
for me. Over time I got accustomed 
to it, though it was not that easy.
On the other hand, I had the 
pleasure to study at a campus that is 
beyond amazing. Th e list of ameni-
ties on this campus is almost never 
ending. From three huge canteens 
and a beautiful pool all the way to 
basketball, squash, soccer, golf and 
badminton courts, CityU has it all. 
Witnessing the “Umbrella 
Movement” around the corner 
from where I lived was quite a dif-
ferent situation to get adjusted to. 
For the fi rst time in a decade, a 
majority of Hong Kong residents, 
mostly young people and students, 
were peacefully protesting on the 
streets showing their dissatisfac-
tion with the way the central gov-
ernment in Beijing is overseeing 
Hong Kong. Even though Hong 
Kong has fl own the Chinese fl ag 
since 1997, it is crucial for Hong 
Kong residents to retain a great deal 
of autonomy under the “one coun-
try, two systems” formula.
What I heard from local stu-
dents is that they simply try to 
demonstrate for more democracy, 
a lower inequality gap and a more 
promising future after graduation. 
One has to understand that based 
on the political and economical 
situation as well as the Confucian 
culture, the majority of students 
commonly live with up to three 
generations together in the same 
small apartment. 
Real estate prices in Hong Kong 
rank it fi rst in most unaff ordable 
housing in the world. Also, the 
minimum salary per hour in Hong 
Kong is 30 Hong Kong dollars, 
which is roughly 3.87 U.S. dollars. 
Th erefore, these issues cause des-
peration and to a certain point an-
ger among students. 
Protesters, police and most of all 
the Hong Kong government played 
a cat-and-mouse game, since no 
side was willing to agree on any 
methods of resolution. Around 
Christmastime last year, the po-
lice forces increased pressure on 
protesters and cleared most of 
the sites in Mong Kok, Central 
and Admiralty. 
Th is was also the time when I 
started to pack my suitcase again, 
adding tons of priceless memories 
and an experience abroad, which 
will always remind me of a very 
special and unforgettable semester.
Study abroad takes Michael Merk to heart of Hong Kong protests
COURTESY OF MICHAEL MERK
Michael Merk traveled to Hong Kong to learn more about the Asian business aspect.
Students in Hong Kong peacefully protested to display their dissatisfaction with the central government of Hong Kong.
Kindra Cooper planned her gap years to be benefi cial toward her self-development.
COURTESY OF MICHAEL MERK
The gap year has many pros 
and cons, yet naysayers can 
defl ate your morale. Free time 
can be the most daunting 
thing you’ve ever encountered 
because of the lack of routine, 
but if you have a purpose, 
even if that purpose only to 
fi nd purpose, there may be 
value.
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Broadway’s own scrappy up-
and-comer Lin-Manuel Miranda 
has made quite a name for himself 
since In Th e Heights propelled him 
into the spotlight around 2008. In 
Th e Heights won four Tony Awards 
and one Grammy Award, and Mi-
randa received further critical ac-
claim for his work on Bring It On: 
Th e Musical in 2011. 
If he is not making guest ap-
pearances on the contemporary 
remake of Th e Electric Company, he 
is pushing his improvisational hip-
hop group from small-time stages 
to big-time networks. Miranda has 
proved himself to be a promis-
ing young player, and if his latest 
project is any indication, fans and 
critics alike can expect great things 
from him going forward. 
Hamilton has been in the works 
for years, and Miranda even per-
formed the opening number at the 
White House Poetry Jam in 2012. 
However, it is now a full-blown mu-
sical spanning about three hours.
Th e story details the life of Alex-
ander Hamilton, played by Miran-
da himself—and it is clear that  he 
identifi es with this black sheep of a 
Founding Father. Th e cast is made 
up almost entirely of people of 
color, and thus Hamilton is a fresh, 
personal take on early American 
history; to see the white male elite 
subverted like that is a really em-
powering experience.
In typical fashion, Miranda em-
ploys hip-hop instead of orches-
tral fare. And while it may seem 
anachronistic, again this plays into 
that restructured power dynamic. 
Th e end result is engaging and 
beautifully executed. 
Hamilton was born out of wed-
lock in the British West Indies. His 
father, a Scotsman, bailed on their 
family under the threat of bigamy 
charges, given that his mother 
had never actually divorced her 
fi rst husband prior to leaving him. 
She later died after contracting a 
severe fever, though Hamilton mi-
raculously survived. His brush with 
death made him that much more 
determined to establish himself, 
and so, Hamilton set forth into the 
New World armed with wit and will 
to incite revolution.
Th e audience is introduced to 
Hamilton’s rather tumultuous life 
in a dazzling, though still informa-
tive, number. Here, the audience 
gets a feel for Hamilton’s personal-
ity and the hardships he faced over 
the course of his life. 
Th e scene then transitions into 
Hamilton’s fi rst encounter with one 
Aaron Burr (Leslie Odom Jr.) the 
politician who eventually shoots 
and kills him in a duel. Th eir meet-
ing is friendly, if tense, because 
each man senses the weight of the 
other’s political intentions. 
Odom is a little robotic in the 
role, but it serves Miranda’s pur-
pose. Th ough the audience may 
come to sympathize with Burr’s 
own struggles, ultimately, Hamil-
ton is about the man himself. He is 
a penniless, status-less immigrant 
climbing his way to the top. He is 
relentless; that perpetual glint in 
Miranda’s eye works well here.
Burr introduces Hamilton to 
a group of equally rambunctious 
men: John Laurens (Anthony Ra-
mos), Marquis du Lafayette (Dav-
eed Diggs) and Henry Lee (Okier-
iete Onaodowan), all revolutionar-
ies. Th ese actors all complement 
Miranda’s vigor beautifully. Where 
Ramos exudes boyish charm, Diggs 
off ers accented, well-timed quips, 
and Onaodowan commands the 
audience’s attention. 
Hamilton and his band of merry 
compatriots stir up polemical dis-
course in the public sphere in be-
tween drinking and chasing tail. 
Th ey eventually become four of the 
main fi gures in the forthcoming 
revolutionary war. In fact, Hamilton 
is recruited by George Washington 
(Christopher Jackson, also of In 
Th e Heights fame) to work behind 
the scenes and plan attack strate-
gies, though he is itching to be out 
in the trenches. 
Hamilton falls in love with, mar-
ries and has children with Eliza 
Schuyler (Phillipa Soo), one of 
three sisters who belong to a high-
class family. 
But there is more to it than 
that—the oldest, Angelica (Renée 
Elise Goldsberry), is smitten with 
Hamilton upon sight. He declares 
that they are one and the same, two 
people who “will be never satis-
fi ed.” But Eliza falls in love just as 
easily and Angelica draws back for 
the sake of her sister’s happiness. In 
that way, the relationship between 
these two sisters is complex and 
compelling.
At some point, Hamilton also 
falls to temptation by a seductive 
girl-next-door type. He engages 
in an aff air that nearly ruins his 
career. However, he makes the 
best of it and comes clean of his 
own volition before his enemies 
(Th omas Jeff erson and James Mad-
ison, interestingly enough) can out 
him. Th is reminds the audience 
that Hamilton was not without 
his fl aws. 
Miranda’s intention is neither to 
excuse his infi delity nor to skew the 
truth. Ultimately, Hamilton serves 
to immortalize him as he was, as 
he actually lived his life. In the fi nal 
number, the cast sings, “Who lives, 
who dies, who tells your story?” 
Hamilton will be playing at the 
Newman Th eater at the Public 
Th eater through April 5, though it 
is still in previews. It is completely 
sold out until the end of its run, 
but cheaper tickets are available 
through two lottery programs.
Th e Public’s mission as a non-
profi t organization is essentially to 
ensure that culture is not an unob-
tainable entity. Th us, it falls in line 
with Miranda’s own eff orts to make 
the show more accessible to peo-
ple in the lower economic bracket. 
Th e performing arts world will 
be waiting patiently for Miranda’s 
next big hit.
Miranda brings lives of Founding Fathers to fore with Hamilton
The Americans makes its 
return to small screenBY MIA CARABALLO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
With the release of their sixth 
studio album, titled American 
Beauty/American Psycho, pop-
rock quartet Fall Out Boy contin-
ues their legacy of reinvention, 
blending hints of punk, soul and 
hip-hop into their unique sound. 
At fi rst glance, the album is a com-
pilation of catchy anthems, a con-
temporary spin on arena rock with 
enough mainstream appeal to 
succeed on Top 40 radio and take 
the number one spot on the Bill-
board 200 charts. But as the album 
progresses, so too does its sound 
and substance.
Th e two lead singles, “Cen-
turies” and “American Beauty/
American Psycho” are modern 
rock anthems, catchy enough to be 
enjoyable but lacking in the lyrical 
prowess long-time fans have come 
to expect, even from Fall Out Boy’s 
biggest hits. Th e last single to be re-
leased is “Uma Th urman,” which is 
arguably the catchiest single from 
the album. Th e track incorporates 
samples from the theme song of 
the 1950s sitcom Th e Munsters and 
references the ’90s cult classic fi lm 
Pulp Fiction. All three singles ap-
ply sound samples, with “Centu-
ries” sampling from “Tom’s Diner” 
by Suzanne Vega and “American 
Beauty/American Psycho” sam-
pling from Motley Crue’s “Too 
Fast for Love.” Together the singles 
summarize the new direction Fall 
Out Boy hopes to take, breathing 
new life into classic rock ‘n’ roll, 
even if it means sacrifi cing a bit 
of content.
Deviating from its predecessor, 
Save Rock and Roll, which relied 
heavily on collaborations with oth-
er artists, American Beauty/Ameri-
can Psycho utilizes iconic song 
snippets to vary the sound, giving 
the album a more cohesive feel. 
Standouts from the album in-
clude “Th e Kids Aren’t Alright,” 
“Jet Pack Blues,” “Fourth of July” 
and “Favorite Record,” which 
explore themes of love and loss 
with a seasoned version of the 
wit and lyrical style that fans have 
come to know and love. “Th e Kids 
Aren’t Alright” is the slowest song 
of the record,but by far the most 
thoughtfully written, with clever 
lines reminiscent of Folie a Deux. 
Th e song feels like a youth-
ful heart trying to reconcile itself 
with the disenchantment of grow-
ing up, a feeling all too familiar to 
many enduring and former angst-
ridden teenagers. 
“Jet Pack Blues” is a melanchol-
ic ballad that perfectly pairs the 
soulfulness explored by lead singer 
Patrick Stump in his solo project, 
Soul Punk, with lyrics that tell the 
tale of loneliness and maintaining 
a relationship while living life on 
the road. 
Th e lyrics to “Fourth of July” 
are the most layered and com-
plex, reminiscing on young love 
to a rhythmic track with a slight 
hip-hop undertone. Unlike the 
tormented love ballads of From 
Under the Cork Tree, Fall Out Boy’s 
fi rst major label release, “Fourth 
of July” tells of a romance viewed 
in hindsight with the clarity and 
shared blame.
Th e next track on the album, 
“Favorite Record,” is another nos-
talgic ballad with a synthesized 
echo that mirrors the substance. 
What would be a perfect end to the 
album instead transitions into yet 
another anthem. 
Th e last two songs of the al-
bum, “Immortals,” a promotional 
release for the Disney fi lm Big 
Hero 6, and “Twin Skeleton’s” are 
rougher rock anthems, that like 
the singles, lack depth and feel out 
of place at the close of the album. 
Th ey successfully transition from 
brash anthems to more thought-
ful songs that evoke elusive emo-
tions,; however, the progression 
back to generic rock anthems ends 
the record on a fl at note.
American Beauty/American 
Psycho can feel like two diff erent 
albums haphazardly shuffl  ed into 
one record, but considering the ti-
tle, the juxtaposition is fi tting. Th e 
album is almost a clash between 
the band as artists and the band as 
rock stars, leaving them struggling 
to appease themselves, the media, 
the die-hards and their own egos. 
BY JONATHAN ALBUJAR
STAFF WRITER
Th e critically acclaimed drama 
Th e Americans has returned for a 
third season on the FX network. 
Th e espionage thriller, set during 
the Cold War, has been nominated 
for various awards, with its three 
coveted Emmy nominations. Th e 
Americans premiered two years 
ago on Jan. 30, 2013, and has main-
tained steady, positive ratings since 
its opening episode. 
Th e show centers on the Jen-
nings family and their lifelong mis-
sion in the United States. Elizabeth 
and Phillip Jennings live in the Vir-
ginia suburbs with their children, 
but their secret is that they were 
actually born in Russia. 
Th e pair are KGB operatives and 
are frequently sent on missions by 
leaders of the Soviet Union to gain 
intelligence on the enemy, the 
United States. Th e series also de-
picts the U.S. point-of-view through 
the eyes of their neighbor, whom 
they are aware is an FBI counter-
intelligence agent. Th roughout the 
series, both countries’ operatives 
attempt to gain the upper hand by 
any means necessary.
Established actors Keri Russell 
and Matthew Rhys portray Eliza-
beth and Phillip, respectively. Th e 
Jennings spy duo, although mar-
ried, were put together by Soviet 
leadership at fi rst and were not in 
love upon having marriage thrust 
upon them. In terms of keeping 
up appearances with friends and 
neighbors, they have also con-
ceived two children and have pro-
gressively grown to love each other.
Th ey also go on missions in 
various disguises in order to gain 
intelligence when such orders are 
relayed through their handlers. A 
running storyline involves Rhys 
playing boyfriend to FBI secretary 
Martha Hanson, played by Allison 
Wright. Th eir relationship, which 
Elizabeth is fully aware of, takes 
Phillip away from his family oc-
casionally. Th ese are the types of 
sacrifi ces both main characters 
make on a daily basis for the sake of 
their homeland.
Th e Jennings’ neighbor Stan 
Beeman, played by Noah Em-
merich, represents the foil to the 
main character’s plans. Beeman 
is unaware he is living next door 
to his sworn enemies, which is by 
no accident. Beeman is a very pa-
triotic agent, who stops at nothing 
to end any possible threat to the 
United States. 
Beeman also gathers Soviet in-
telligence from his assistant, Nina 
Krilova, who he acquires early on 
and threatens to prosecute should 
she not cooperate with the FBI. 
Played by Annet Mahendru, Nina 
works in a high-ranking Soviet of-
fi ce that gives her direct knowledge 
of any upcoming missions against 
the United States.
What makes Th e Americans
compelling television is, despite 
knowing the eventual end result of 
the Cold War in history, as the se-
ries unfolds, viewers tend to root 
for the Jennings, even though they 
are at war with the United States. 
Although the storytelling justly of-
fers the American point of view as 
well, the causes the Soviets fi ght for 
are similar to the ones Americans 
fought for, and as a viewer, one can-
not help but sympathize with their 
story and mission. 
After two successful seasons, 
here is to hoping Th e Americans are 
not taken out anytime soon.
Fall Out Boy makes it big all over again
Hamilton’s marriage to Eliza was a calculated move given her family’s political clout.
WWW.BROADWAYWORLD.COM
Fall Out Boy will be touring with Wiz Khalifa and Hoodie Allen this coming summer.
WWW.FUSE.TV
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Th e hermit leaves his hut every 
few months to preach to the peo-
ple. He tells them about the wis-
dom he gained during his medita-
tion: the goal of nations, the secret 
to eternal happiness and life’s true 
purpose. He shouts and screams, 
pleading for anyone’s attention. 
He curses those who ignore him 
and smiles upon those who listen 
even for a moment. 
Lupe Fiasco began walking 
down this path since the release of 
his third album Lasers. While it re-
ceived moderate commercial suc-
cess, he was ridiculed by hardcore 
hip-hop fans for selling out. 
Th eir dissent was even louder 
with the release of his follow-
ing project Food & Liquor II: 
Th e Great American Rap Album 
Pt. 1. Although that fourth al-
bum certainly had its fair share 
of real hip-hop tracks, the fans 
continued to ridicule him for 
his commercial appeal and 
strange behavior. 
In between taking shots at his 
contemporaries (Kid Cudi) and 
protecting heavily criticized pop 
artists (Iggy Azalea), Lupe was not 
in the hip-hop community’s good 
graces. Th e only way to soothe his 
fans’ rage was to go back to making 
good music, but he needed more 
than just solid singles. 
He had to prove he was still 
a capable rapper by creating a 
complete album with almost no 
weakness. He has done just that 
with the release of his latest al-
bum Tetsuo & Youth. With 16 songs 
packed into an hour and 18 min-
utes, this album is one of his most 
ambitious yet. 
After going through a peaceful 
violin instrumental, the album be-
gins with “Mural,” an eight-minute 
snapshot of the inner-workings 
of Lupe’s mind. With no chorus 
in line, the song assaults listeners 
with a lyrical fl ood. 
Every metaphor is lined with 
multiple meanings as he addresses 
the state of hip-hop, religion and 
society while making comparisons 
to moments from his childhood. 
Although the song is diffi  cult to 
follow on a fi rst listen, the soul-
ful, somber piano instrumen-
tal in the background gives it a 
smooth tone. 
Lupe encapsulates the style of 
the entire album three minutes 
into the song with one line: “Nerd 
game make Mandelbrot sets when 
we handshake.” In eight words, 
he describes the complexity of his 
rapping by comparing it to the 
art created on Mandelbrot sets 
while framing it using common 
ebonic concepts. 
Th e form of the line itself is 
a metaphor for the way he re-
lays ideas outside the scope of 
conventional hip-hop while us-
ing musical concepts found 
in mainstream music.  
Keeping in line with topics 
uncommonly found in popu-
lar hip-hop, the album’s fourth 
song, “Dots & Lines,” is about 
gaining freedom from his record 
label, Atlantic Records. In the 
chorus, Lupe refers to “sacred 
geometry” and uses it to justify 
his happiness for becoming an 
independent artist again. 
He follows it by making a bibli-
cal reference, a reference to Rev-
elation 14:6-12, when he says, 
“Th ree angels in kind, on time, go 
straight, don’t sign.” 
Th at passage serves a warn-
ing to the masses, telling them 
to refuse the “mark of the beast.” 
In this case, Lupe compares his 
record label to the devil and he 
uses his chorus to prevent other 
hopeful artists from falling into 
its clutches. 
Th e project continues with the 
soulful mood with key features 
by Ayesha Jaco and Nikki Jean up 
until the 11th song, “Chopper.” 
Standing at nine-and-a-half min-
utes, “Chopper” is Lupe’s crack 
at making a pop hit. With fea-
tures from six other rappers, Lupe 
tackles the quality of life faced by 
people living in impoverished 
communities. 
Th ough the chorus is only a 
taste of the multitude of themes 
expressed in the song, it still gives 
a neat summary of them all. As 
it goes: “Filet mignon with my 
food stamps/car cosigned by 
my mama/medical card from 
Obama/background check for 
a chopper.” 
Th e chorus specifi cally address-
es how easy it is for people living in 
the ghetto to be complacent while 
living off  of food stamps and leech-
ing off  their parents. However, the 
last line refers to how diffi  cult it is 
for people in those impoverished 
areas to legally obtain a fi rearm. 
By doing this, he points out the 
not-so-subtle diff erences between 
social and economic classes the 
government develops. 
Tetsuo & Youth is an experi-
mental album in terms of main-
stream taste. Lupe describes his 
theories on life, love and the world 
over peaceful tones. However, he 
has not lost his edge. At the same 
time, he puts social issues at the 
forefront of his music while pack-
aging it in a way that is familiar to 
listeners of pop music.
Lupe is free from the con-
straints of his record label. Th e 
dam has broken and his fl ood will 
drown all of hip-hop.
Lupe rebrands with Tetsuo & Youth
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
I prefer a longer parka, and that 
applies to coats in general, as it will 
cover and protect any clothing you 
have underneath, whether it is a 
suit or a chunky sweater. As an add-
ed bonus, it also keeps parts of your 
thighs and your bottom warmer.
Sometimes nice coats can be 
expensive, so buying a high-qual-
ity, secondhand coat that fi ts well 
can save you some money. Since 
coats get a ton of mileage, usually 
in not the greatest weather condi-
tions, you should always check the 
coat closely. 
Make sure there is no fraying or 
rips that cannot be repaired. Also, 
defi nitely check for stains. I thrift 
more to fi nd original pieces than 
just to buy “cheap” clothes. 
Where else can you fi nd a ’90s, 
Fresh Prince–esque bomber jacket 
or a kimono coat with cubist pat-
tern? Sure, I cannot wear them 
all the time, and it is not the most 
practical purchase, but when I 
do bust them out, I always get 
compliments. 
You can buy secondhand coats 
all year round. With cozy and 
warm outerwear, you will feel the 
same comfort in the streets as you 
feel at home. It will be like you are 
walking around in a comfy sleep-
ing bag. Never sacrifi ce style for 
warmth again.
When it comes to style, if it were 
not for the U.S. military, American 
men would be naked and freez-
ing. With the recent military infu-
sion in fashion, pea coats, bomber 
jackets and duffl  e coats have taken 
over the runways. All of these are 
great options for those less chilly 
winter days. However, instead 
of a coat with those dull plas-
tic buttons, pick one with brass, 
gold, silver or pewter buttons, 
and march down the street like a 
commanding offi  cer. 
Besides the ubiquitous black, 
gray and navy, get a coat of other 
colors like military green or camel. 
For the more fashion-forward, try 
a coat with bolder colors, diff erent 
patterns like houndstooth or diff er-
ent materials like tweed.
Stay hood. To me, hoods are an 
essential part of outerwear. Th ey 
keep your whole head warm while 
keeping your hairdo intact. For ex-
tra coziness and warmth, get a coat 
with a fur hood as it will create a 
nice, homey barrier from winter 
snow and cold air. Speaking of fur, 
natural shearling coats are com-
fortable and warm, making it an 
outerwear option.
Do not forget to accessorize 
your nice warm coat with a long 
and thick scarf.
Thrifted outwear bears promise of warmth and style in wintertime
PHOTOS BY HAI YU
OUTERWEAR COURTESY OF HAI YU
MODELS:   KRISTINA SARKISSYAN, JUSTIN LUU, 
RICHARD LEE, BRIAN JEON 
Stay hood. To me, hoods are 
an essential part of outerwear. 
They keep your whole head 
warm while keeping your 
hairdo intact. For extra coziness 
and warmth, get a coat with a 
fur hood as it will create a nice, 
homey barrier from winter 
snow and cold air. 
Science & Technology
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A team of two researchers from 
Th e Institute of Optics at the Uni-
versity of Rochester has created a 
process that can transform metals 
into waterproof materials. Th eir 
study was published in the aca-
demic publication Journal of Ap-
plied Physics.  Dr. Chunlei Guo and 
researcher A.Y Yorobyev, both at 
Th e Institute of Optics, coordinated 
and executed the research. Guo has 
an extensive background with this 
topic, having researched methods 
to change the colors of metals by 
shifting their surface structure and 
light-refl ective qualities.
Like many scientifi c endeavors, 
the research for waterproof metal 
appears to have been inspired by 
characteristics found in the natural 
world. Th e paper states its lotus leaf 
has several properties in their de-
sign that allow it to be waterproof, 
which in itself allows it to clean 
itself and ward off  bacteria. Th ese 
characteristics were found to be 
due to small grooves within the in-
trinsic design of the lotus leaf.
Th e researchers followed the 
same fashion with the metals that 
they tested. Using a femtolaser, a 
relatively strong laser that fi res in 
extremely short intervals lasting 
less than a second, the scientists 
engraved micro-grooves and pat-
terns onto the surface of the test 
metals. Th e grooves ran parallel to 
each other, with grooves around 
100 micrometers (μm) apart. Th e 
depth of the groove varied by ma-
terial, with 75 μm for platinum, 50 
μm for titanium and just 10 μm 
for brass. 
Several metals were tested upon 
in the research team’s experiments, 
including brass, gold, lead, plati-
num and titanium. 
Interestingly enough, the metals 
do not become immediately hydro-
phobic after the etchings. Rather, it 
takes some signifi cant contact with 
oxygen in order to make the ma-
terial hydrophobic. Hydrophobic 
comprises two separate terms with 
Greek roots, with “hydro” referring 
to water and “phobic” meaning 
fear of.
After the laser created the 
groove markings and the metal was 
exposed to oxygen, the materials 
were fi rst tested for hydrophobici-
ty. When water was dropped on the 
surface of the treated metals from 
a point above, the water did not 
simply slide off . Rather, the water 
actually bounced off  of the treated 
areas of the metal, several times if 
need be, until it was no longer on 
the surface. 
As stated by Guo in an interview 
with the University of Rochester 
news center, “Th e material is so 
strongly water-repellent, the wa-
ter actually gets bounced off . Th en 
it lands on the surface again, gets 
bounced off  again, and then it will 
just roll off  from the surface.”
Note that the strong hydropho-
bic characteristics that result actu-
ally make these metals resistant 
to corrosion, or more specifi cally, 
rust. Metals rust when they come 
into contact with water and oxy-
gen. Water acts as an electrolyte, 
transferring electrons from areas 
of high concentration to areas of 
low concentration. However, when 
this occurs, bits of the metal are 
lost during the process. Having hy-
drophobic metals will inhibit this 
reaction, allowing metals to last 
longer against the corroding eff ects 
of weather.
If this were not enough, the met-
als can actually make use of the wa-
ter that falls on the surface as clean-
ers. In separate experiments, limit-
ed quantities of dust were placed on 
the surface of the engraved metals. 
When water droplets placed onto 
the metal’s surfaces were allowed 
to slide off , the water engulfed the 
dust and carried it away. Compare 
this to non-treated metals, where 
the water still collects the dust but 
eventually evaporates, leaving the 
dust remaining on the surface of 
the metal.
Th ough there may be a long 
way until this sort of technology 
reached mass application, there 
are numerous areas where this de-
velopment can come in handy. 
Th ere is also much speculation 
into usage of laser-engraved met-
als in solar panels given that the 
treated metals are already eff ective 
in absorbing sunlight due to their 
qualities. 
According to the research, 
blackened titanium and platinum 
work well for this role, given the 
limited amount of light refl ected 
when exposed to light wavelengths 
found in sunlight. Add dust-proof 
and hydrophobic qualities, and 
you gain solar panels that are resis-
tant to the elements. Usage for gen-
eral power grid applications and 
on spacecraft and satellites come 
to mind.
Speaking of spacecraft, black-
ened metals would prove useful for 
aircraft. Planes are constantly faced 
with corrosion, fl ying through 
clouds and moisture.
At face value, computer chips 
and umbrellas may also be eff ec-
tive uses. Spilled-coff ee-on-laptop 
incidents would cease to be a wor-
ry. So long as the sheets of metal 
for the “umbrellas” are light, then 
they would make a plausible tool 
against the elements.
Th is sort of technology may also 
be especially eff ective for smart-
phones and other computerized 
gadgets; a high waterproof capac-
ity would increase the robust-
ness of arguably fragile everyday 
electronics.  
New waterproof metals hold several possibilites for the future
WWW.PIXABAY.COM
Blackened metal may some day fi nd application with automobiles, making them more resistant to the eff ects of weathering.
Micromotors deliver medicine to miceEight planets discovered
BY SIBELY ANAN
FEATURES EDITOR 
On Jan. 6, astronomers at the 
American Astronomical Society 
announced the discovery of eight 
new planets in the coveted Goldi-
locks zone of their respective stars, 
two of which were found to be 
shockingly like Earth. Th e Goldi-
locks zone is described as the orbit 
zone in which liquid water can ex-
ist on the surface of a planet, as the 
planet is neither too hot nor too 
cold. As stated by Smithsonian-
science.org, this doubles the num-
ber of small planets, planets de-
fi ned as those with a diameter less 
than twice the diameter of Earth.
Two particular planets stood 
out from the rest as the most Earth-
like: Kepler-438b and Kepler-442b. 
Th ese two planets are found in 
planetary systems that orbit red 
dwarf stars, which are the small-
est and lightest stars. Th us, they 
are also cooler since they contain 
less mass. Red dwarfs make up 
about three-fourths of the stars in 
the universe. Th e fi rst discovery 
of a potentially habitable planet, 
Gliese-581g, was found orbiting a 
red dwarf star in 2010. 
“For our calculations, we chose 
to adopt the broadest possible lim-
its than can plausibly lead to suit-
able conditions for life,” described 
lead author Guillermo Torres from 
the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics. 
Kepler-438b circles its star ev-
ery 35 days. Its diameter is 12 per-
cent larger than Earth’s, and has a 
70 percent change of being rocky. 
It receives about 40 percent more 
sunlight than Earth. It is because 
of this that scientists predict a 70 
percent chance of the planet being 
in the habitable zone of its star. 
Kepler-442b was given a 97 per-
cent chance of being in the habit-
able zone of the star. Its diameter 
is about a third larger than Earth’s, 
while its orbit is completed every 
112 days. It receives about two-
thirds as much light as Earth. 
“All we can say is that they’re 
promising candidates,” defends 
David Kipping, the second author, 
regarding whether the planets are 
truly habitable. 
Th e planets were discovered 
by NASA’s Kepler space telescope. 
Kepler was a telescope designed 
for the identifi cation of exoplan-
ets, Earth-like planets in the 
Goldilocks zones of nearby stars 
that may be habitable. According 
to the NASA website, Kepler has 
a large fi eld of view that allows it 
to observe a large sample of stars. 
Kepler studies the planets in this 
habitable zone, the properties of 
their orbits, estimates the num-
ber of planets, and determines the 
stars of these planetary systems. 
Kepler was the fi rst to iden-
tify the planets. Th e team of as-
tronomers validated the planets 
with a computer program called 
BLENDER. Small planets are diffi  -
cult to confi rm because they move 
in wider orbits around their stars. 
NASA explains that they have lon-
ger durations between their tran-
sits, which are hard to identify. Sta-
tistical validation is then provided 
by BLENDER, which compares the 
light curve of the potential planet 
with synthetic light curves that 
mimic other astronomical occur-
rences. If something is inconsis-
tent, the planet is rejected. Th e 
light curves that are consistent are 
compared to the frequency of oc-
currences that are similar, which 
contributes to the fi nal probability 
of the existence of that planet.
A planet’s surface temperature 
is determined by the composition 
and thickness of its atmosphere, 
which scientists still have no data 
on due to the vast distance the 
planets lie from Earth.
BY MIKHAIL MAKHOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Dr. Joseph Wang and Dr. Liang-
fang Zhang, both nanoengineer-
ing researchers at the University of 
California in San Diego have made 
a new discovery that may some-
day allow tiny medical machines 
to be ingested by the human body 
to distribute drugs, treat injuries 
and even detect tumors. Moreover, 
these machines can provide safer 
alternatives to medical surgeries 
and procedures.
Wang and his team have a his-
tory with testing micromotors. Ac-
cording to an article, “Micromo-
tors Take Th eir First Swim in the 
Body,” in 2012, they made micro-
motors fueled by acids that opened 
the possibilities for robots to run 
on bodily fl uids. In past attempts, 
the team ran into complications 
when trying to make the motors of 
the machines move effi  ciently via 
bodily fl uids. 
Another concern the team tack-
led was to quell the fears that the 
machines would increase blood 
toxicity levels and produce nega-
tive side eff ects on the human 
subject. Th e researchers used hy-
drogen peroxide as the solution 
in previous experiments, which 
yielded unsatisfactory results with 
stationary motors and increasing 
levels of blood toxicity. 
With the addition of Zhang to 
the team, the researchers theo-
rized that propelled motors would 
have more success in penetrating 
and attaching themselves to the 
the thick layers of mucus that line 
the stomach as opposed to station-
ary ones Wang used before.   
Th e micromotors used in the 
recent experiment were Picayune 
robots, microscopic tubular mo-
tors that are fi ve micrometers in di-
ameter, 20 μm long and are coated 
in zinc, a multipurpose nutrient. 
When the motors reach the stom-
ach and gastrointestinal tract, the 
chemical reactions between zinc 
and hydrochloric acid present in 
the digestive juices create fl ows of 
hydrogen microbubbles. Th e mi-
crobubbles propel the motors for-
ward throughout the tract. 
While traveling at speeds of 60 
μm per second for 10 minutes, the 
motors can perform various medi-
cal tasks, such as delivering medi-
cal compounds directly into the 
gut tissue. After a couple of days, 
the motors were dissolved by the 
acids and left no toxic chemical 
byproducts. 
In the experiment, male mice 
ingested droplets of solution con-
taining hundreds of micromo-
tors. Th e motors were embedded 
with gold nanoparticles to test 
the amount per gram that would 
be successfully delivered. Th e 
motors swam through the mice’s 
bodily fl uids, eventually attach-
ing themselves to the stomach 
lining, delivering the substance 
they are embedded with. Th e mo-
tors were able to last 12 hours 
in the mouse’s stomach before 
dissolving away. 
After the initial tests, the mice 
were euthanized and their stom-
achs removed and dissected, re-
vealing that there was no eleva-
tion of toxicity or damage to the 
skin tissue. Th e study notes that 
the self-propulsion of the microm-
eters improves the tissue penetra-
tion and drug retention, allowing 
more of the medicine to be suc-
cessfully administered to yield 
better results. 
Th e motors delivered 168 nano-
grams (ng) of gold per gram of 
stomach tissue, when compared to 
53.6 ng per gram that are delivered 
by conventional uses. 
To test the effi  ciency of this 
breakthrough, similar tests were 
conducted with micromotors 
coated in platinum instead of zinc. 
Platinum, which has no reaction 
with hydrochloric acids, proved 
to be a less effi  cient method since 
only a quarter of those motors 
were retained in the system when 
compared to zinc. 
Th e sky is the limit for the future 
implications from this innovation. 
Future developments will likely 
add navigational options to the 
micromotors to further increase 
accuracy, eff ectiveness and deliv-
ery of drugs. 
Furthermore, this creates the 
possibilities for the motors to be 
used for biopsies, diagnostics and 
nanosurgery. 
MIA CARABALLO | THE TICKER
Further development on these micromotors could target other precise areas of the 
body with accurate dosages of vital medicine.




Weather patterns of a region 
may play a more infl uential role in 
development of complex language 
tones than previously thought, a 
new study has pointed out. Th e 
extensive research, published in 
the scientifi c journal PNAS, was 
conducted by Caleb Everett at the 
University of Miami and research-
ers from the Max Planck Institute.
Th e researchers predicted that 
temperature and humidity condi-
tions of a geographical area can 
determine, to a certain extent, 
whether or not the languages, or 
sound systems, of the given area 
have phonetic complexities.
Th e prediction was supported 
by “data from two large indepen-
dently coded databases represent-
ing [more than 3,700] languages.” 
Results of the study revealed that 
arid climates, both cold and warm, 
were home to languages with less 
tonality. Th e fi nding is in line with 
the understanding that vocal fold 
vibration is relatively imprecise 
in desiccated areas, meaning that 
the movement of the larynx is lim-
ited in areas that are ecologically 
cold and dry.
Th e researchers tested their 
hypothesis on various branches of 
a language family and on various 
languages within a continent. Th e 
Proto-Afro-Asiatic language fam-
ily, for example, although believed 
to have complex tonal features, 
has branched out to less tonal lan-
guages as speakers of the language 
family migrated. Th e tonal com-
plexity, according to the research-
ers, “has been lost in the northern 
branches of that family, which 
have gradually moved northward 
over the last few millennia.” Th is 
trend supports the hypothesis 
that loss in complexity is due to 
increased aridity and decreased 
temperature.  
Saharan and sub-Saharan lan-
guages, which belong to the same 
family, diff er in tonal complexities, 
with Sahara acting as a barrier for 
the northward movement of tone 
complexity. Sub-Saharan languag-
es have more complex tones than 
Saharan languages, and the tone 
complexity decreases as languag-
es of this family move northward. 
Niger-Congo languages also fall 
in line with the hypothesis. Th ere 
are fewer languages of this family 
in the “arid regions of southern Af-
rica” that have complex tones. 
However, Proto-Sino-Tibetan 
languages do not quite agree with 
the prediction. Although the place 
of origin of this language family is 
disputed, neither or the two po-
tential homelands—Sichuan in 
China or Nagaland in India—has 
an arid climate while most of the 
family is devoid of complex tones. 
Alternate accounts suggest that 
the less tonally complex languages 
within this family were somehow 
lost over time. 
Regardless, the researchers 
explain that languages within this 
family that are spoken today agree 
with the hypothesis because Pro-
to-Sino-Tibetan languages with 
less complex tones are spoken in 
“more arid, cooler regions on the 
Tibetan plateau” and those with 
more complex tones are “some-
what favored in comparably 
warmer, humid regions.”
In addition to intra-family 
analysis of languages, the re-
searchers also conducted intra-
continental analysis. Languages 
in North America, for example, are 
less prevalent in complex tones, 
a trend supported by the hypoth-
esis for colder regions. By contrast, 
South American languages have 
more complex tones. 
GMOs trapped by protein
BY YING LI
STAFF WRITER
Genetically modifi ed organ-
isms are not limited to those in 
the public limelight like those in 
agriculture. Rather, any organism 
that has its genes fused together 
with those of others creates a ge-
netically modifi ed organism. Note 
that this process of fusing DNA 
does not occur in nature or by us-
ing the traditional cross-breeding 
techniques. 
Th us, the world of GMOs ac-
tually reveals itself to be multi-
facted, with vectors that extend to 
animals, viruses and pathogens. 
Th ough there are several safe-
guards in place, there is always the 
chance that containment may be 
breached. In the lab, human error is 
among the several things that can 
go wrong, inadvertently, releas-
ing the organism into the natural 
environment. 
Now two teams from Yale Uni-
versity and Harvard University 
developed a way to prevent the 
organism from surviving outside 
the lab.
Some organisms created in the 
lab are meant for release to the 
environment, such as mosqui-
toes that do not carry malaria. But 
when they are released into the 
environment, scientists have lim-
ited control of their impact. 
However, both teams have de-
vised methods of containing their 
genetically modifi ed creation. 
Th ey did this by altering the DNA 
of the GMO such that it is reliant 
on a type of synthetic amino acid. 
Without the amino acid, the or-
ganism will die. Th is amino acid 
is only produced in the lab and 
cannot be found in nature. Both 
teams worked independently in 
the experiment and got their sub-
jects to rely on the amino acid in 
diff erent ways. 
Dr. George Church, profes-
sor of genetics at Harvard Medi-
cal School, and his team changed 
the strand of E. coli by adding the 
amino acid in several places along 
its genome. In total, they had to 
change the GMO’s DNA at 49 dif-
ferent points in order to create a 
reliance on the protein. 
A team from Yale led by Dr. Far-
ren Isaacs, assistant professor of 
molecular, cellular and develop-
mental biology, rewrote the DNA 
of the bacterial strain. Th e bacte-
rial strain now requires a certain 
amino acid to activate its growth 
gene, essential for its survival. 
As such, they call their creation 
a GRO, or genetically recorded 
organism.
Based on the experiments of 
both research teams, no strains of 
GMOs have been able to survive 
without that certain amino acid. 
For the time being, the Har-
vard and Yale teams have only ex-
perimented with the E. coli strain, 
though they plan to expand to 
other, more complex organisms. 
Isaacs and his team are currently 
trying to engineer bacteria that 
rely on synthetic chemicals in 
addition to the artifi cial protein. 
Despite the good results from their 
experiment, there are still some 
worries over these new GMOs. 
Karmella Haynes, an assistant 
professor in the School of Biologi-
cal and Health Systems Engineer-
ing at Arizona State University, 
said, “Th e problem is that we can-
not quickly determine if every sin-
gle GMO that is produced is abso-
lutely safe or absolutely unsafe to 
people and the environment,” in 
an email to Th e Boston Globe. 
Even though the two teams 
tested over 1 trillion strains of 
E.Coli, Church still wonders if 
these strains would later on evolve 
or mutate should they make their 
way into the natural environment. 
BY AANCHAL SOMANI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Recent research, conducted by 
a Swiss and British research team 
suggests that touchscreen phone 
users develop greater brain plastic-
ity as indicated by cortical activity. 
Th e research article, published in 
the academic journal Cell Press, 
highlights some key points about 
the fi ndings, including greater cor-
tical activity in the brain can be 
found in smartphone users in com-
parison to non-users, brain activ-
ity is positively correlated with the 
length of continued smartphone 
use, intense smartphone use can 
be identifi ed by the period of high-
est brain activity, and over a long 
period of time, sensory processing 
can be “adjusted on demand by 
touchscreen phone users.”
Repetitive movements leave a 
fi ngertip sensory representation 
through cortical activity allotted to 
tactile receptors on the fi ngertips. 
In this study, an electroencephalog-
raphy (EEG) was used to measure 
this cortical activity in response to 
2 millisecond mechanical touches 
on the thumb, index and middle 
fi ngers of the right hand. Th e elec-
trical activity detected by the EEG 
is representative of the communi-
cation between brain cells. 
Th is study consisted of 37 right-
handed university volunteers re-
cruited via emails and lecture hall 
announcements. Th ey fell between 
the ages of 19 and 34, with a median 
age of 22.9. Prior to experimenta-
tion it was ensured that these right-
handed volunteers were healthy 
and did not have any fractures, 
diseases or abnormalities. Th e fi rst 
group consisted of 26 touchscreen 
phone users; the second group 
consisted of 11 non-users.
Th e fi rst step in experimentation 
was a self-assessment question-
naire that brought to light some 
factual diff erences between the two 
groups. Touchscreen phone users 
primarily used their right thumb 
on the screen as opposed to other 
fi ngers, and no stylus was used. 
Furthermore, 80 percent of touch-
screen users in the sample primar-
ily used their phone for sending or 
receiving text messages as opposed 
to taking part in other activities. 
Finally, touchscreen phone users 
spent a noticeably longer time with 
their phones than old-technology 
phone users. 
Th e fi rst part of this study 
sought to prove that the cortical 
activity of the fi ngertips of touch-
screen phone users diff ered in 
comparison to non-users. Sixty-
two surface electrodes were placed 
over the entire scalp and were used 
to detect cortical potentials evoked 
by touch on one of the three right-
hand fi ngertips being studied. Cor-
tical potential is indicated by volt-
age signals across the cerebral cor-
tex. Stimulus was provided by light 
mechanical touch lasting 2 milli-
seconds. Event-related potentials 
(ERPs) were calculated based on 
1,250 stimulations on each fi nger-
tip. Th e results found that cortical 
potentials of three fi ngertips stud-
ied were enhanced in touchscreen 
users in comparison to non-users, 
indicated by the higher amplitude 
of the positive ERP. Of the three fi n-
gertips, spatiotemporal impact of 
phone use was the least prominent 
on the middle fi ngertip and most 
prominent on the thumb tip.
Th e second part of this study 
sought to fi nd if the amount of 
touchscreen use both corresponds 
to and refl ects cortical activity. 
Th ree key attributes were identifi ed 
to evaluate this possibility, includ-
ing the age at which touchscreen or 
old-technology phone use began, 
the history of smartphone or old-
technology phone use over 10 day 
periods and the battery drainage 
levels to identify periods of intense 
phone use. 
Th e results for this part of the 
study found that, for the thumb, the 
higher the amount of phone use in 
the preceding 10 days, the larger 
the signal at the rising edge, peak 
and falling edge of the positive ERP. 
Also, the longer the time elapsed 
from a period of the intense use, 
the lesser the signal at the falling 
edge of the negative ERP. Accord-
ing to the linear regression models, 
an analysis tool used to predict fu-
ture values of two variables given 
their historical relationship, up 
to 60 percent of inter-individual 
variation in cortical activity of the 
thumb could be explained by these 
three chosen variables. Th e thumb 
cortical signals also found no sig-
nifi cant relationship between the 
“age of inception” and brain activ-
ity, found a direct relationship in 
phone use per hour and brain ac-
tivity as indicated between ERPs 
and ERCs and showed an inverse 
relationship in time elapsed from a 
period of intense use and brain ac-
tivity as indicated by negative ERPs 
and respective positive ERCs.
For the index fi nger, the only 
signifi cant relationship found was 
between phone use per hour and 
brain activity, indicating a direct 
relationship. Th e more the phone 
was used, the larger the signal was 
on the rising edge of the ERP. Th e 
remaining variables refl ected no 
signifi cant relationship to brain ac-
tivity. However, up to 54 percent of 
variations can still be explained by 
the linear model.
Finally, for the middle fi nger, no 
signifi cant relationship was found. 
However, the linear model can ex-
plain up to 55 percent of variation 
between the variables and corre-
sponding brain activity. Th e study 
also found that increased cortical 
signals in touchscreen phone users 
are not associated with the loss of 
intracortical inhibitory activity.
Th is study has provided insight 
into brain elasticity given a varia-
tion in our daily technology-driven 
activities. It has opened a route to 
further research in what is possibly 
a positive impact of technology on 
the human mind amid all the nega-
tive implications that the majority 
of research provides. Further, re-
searchers on this project have been 
able to fi nd a non-intrusive method 
to collect phone use data that could 
assist researchers with the grow-
ing number of studies surrounding 
the impact of technology on the 
human body.
However, the possibility of a cor-
relation between excessive phone 
use and motor dysfunctions and 
pain cannot be discounted. Th ere 
is still evidence that links plasticity 
of the somatosensory cortex to the 
development of chronic pain. 
Smartphone users have stronger finger-related brain activity
HAI YU | THE TICKER
Smartphone users, compared to non-users, experience more brain activity when their texting fi ngers are stimulated. 
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RESUME RUSH
Feb. 3 | 12:30-4:30 p.m. | VC 2-150
The Spring Job and Internship fair is right around the corner, so it is time to have your resume reviewed. 
In addition to our regular resume services, the SCDC will be hosting Resume Rush. The event off ers you a 
time slot to have your resume reviewed and polished by a SCDC staff  member or Peer for Career. An ap-
pointment is not required, but remember that students are seen on a fi rst-come-fi rst-serve basis, so do 
not wait until the last minute. Remember to bring a paper copy of your resume, and if you do not already 
have a resume, please check out our Resume Guide at: http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/careers/media/PDF/
Resume_Writing.pdf.
A cover letter is your opportunity to show how the job description matches your resume. 
Utilize the cover letter to explain to an employer how your education, experience and 
skills will enable you to perform well in the position you are applying for.
@BaruchSCDC





Feb. 3 I 12:30-2:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Come anytime during this four-hour block to get feedback on your 
resume and spruce it up before Friday’s big job fair. 
CAREER FAIR SUCCESS STRATEGIES
Feb. 4 I 5-6:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Get tips from SCDC staff  and members of Peers for Careers for how 
to maximize your experience at the Job and Internship Fair.
JOB AND INTERNSHIP FAIR
Feb. 6 I Noon-4 p.m. I VC, Main Gym
Mark your calendar, get your resume reviewed and practice your 
personal pitch in advance of the major career fair of the spring.
BUILDING YOUR BRAND: THE PERSONAL PITCH
Feb. 9 I 3-4:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Do you dread hearing “Tell me about yourself”? Practice a short 
verbal self-advertisement to help with networking and interviewing.
For a full listing of events and to RSVP, go to Starr Search.
*Off -campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar






13. *Mike Ditka has his own 
brand of this smoke
14. One who is not Jewish, 
Yiddish
15. Done for dramatic aff ect?
16. Often done for one’s sins
17. Unagi
18. Garment enlarger
19. *The ___ ____
21. *Winners of fi rst two 
Super Bowls
23. AprËs-____
24. Keep it up?
25. State V.I.P.
28. Starch used in Asian food
30. Extremely tiny
34. Top of Kilimanjaro, e.g.
36. Texting button
38. Result of too much 
pressure
40. Pharrell Williams’ 2014 
album
41. Last European colony 
in China
43. Muslim honorifi c
44. Tax evader’s fear
46. *Something to play for
47. Track ____
48. Confusion
MARKETING AND PR INTERNSHIP 
City5 Consulting is the most 
trusted real estate consulting 
source for property owners, de-
velopers and management fi rms 
in New York City. We navigate our 
clients through the complex reg-
ulations providing unparalleled 
clarity while granting them the 
ability to transact eff ortlessly and 
with confi dence. Our team strives 
to continuously elevate the cli-
ent-consultant experience. Our 
leadership team is currently seek-
ing an intelligent, responsible and 
creative intern with high morals 
and values who demonstrates a 
positive personality, a thirst to 
learn and wants hands-on experi-
ence continuing your education 
outside of the classroom.
Responsibilities include: work-
ing on marketing campaigns; at-
tending weekly marketing-relat-
ed meetings; providing assistance 
with implementing and execut-
ing new campaigns and analytic 
reporting methods; working with 
external marketing and PR out-
lets and SAAS-based products; 
and assisting with social media, 
research and development.
To learn more and apply, log 
into STARR Search (Job ID # 73426).
City5 Consulting (Paid)
50. Feudal laborer
52. Like humor or martini
53. Charades action
55. 401(k) alternative
57. *Super Bowl host state
61. Fracas
65. Precedes birth
66. Former measure of U.S. 
economy
68. Made cow noise
69. Mixtures
70. Earned at Wharton or 
Kellogg
71. “_____ it!” said the 
accused
72. *Hendricks and Ginn Jr.
73. Make a scene
74. Type of car
DOWN
1. Wound, eventually
2. South American monkey
3. All excited
4. Vampire’s feature, pl.
5. One who ______ out at 
the site of a snake
6. Curved molding
7. “The Raven” writer
8. Airy spirit
9. Dropped or fell






22. *Teams rely on this kicker 
sense
24. To the point
25. Lady of “Applause”
26. Poppy product
27. Opera composer 
Giuseppe _____
29. *Cleats, helmet, pads
31. Pack like sardines
32. Was violently angry
33. Shade of yellow
35. *49
37. Copenhagen native
39. *Super Bowl halftime 
performer
42. Finno-_____ language
45. Malignant or benign ones
49. Bowling target
51. Drab and unattractive 
people
54. Molten rock
56. Before, in the olden days
57. Sir Mix-_-___





62. *Not a Super Bowl party 
without it?
63. Bulgarian money
64. Place of forbidden fruit





9 a.m.- 5 p.m. | College of Staten Island, Room 1L | Free
Asian Art: 40 Years - 1974 to 2014*
Noon-5 p.m. | Queensborough Community College, Art Gallery | Free
MON
2
Black History Month Kickoff *
Noon- 2 p.m. | City College of New York, Ballroom | Free
Creating Space, Taking Space
6:30-8:30 p.m. | VC Multipurpose Room (1-107 to 1-111) | Free 
TUES
3
Creating Opportunity Out of Adversity: The CEO Challenge 2015
6-8 p.m. | 151 E. 25th St., Rooms 750 and 760 | Free | Registration required
Repast Baroque presents: A Musical Off ering
8-9:20 p.m. | VC, BPAC | $12/$25/Free for Baruch students
WED
4
World of Shojo Manga: Mirrors of Girls’ Desires
Noon-7 p.m. | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
Battle of Lexington 2015




2-3:30 p.m. | Lehman College, Carman Hall C-39 | Free
US Aerial Championships




3-5 p.m. | LaGuardia Community College | Free
NY Piano Society 2015 Winter Concert
7:30-9:30 p.m. | VC, Engelman Recital Hall | $20 donation suggested
SAT
7
Junior Science, Mathematics and Humanities Symposia*
8 a.m.-2 p.m. | York College | Free 
Art Gallery Exhibit: “Jozsef Jakovits”*




TIP OF THE WEEK




JOEY ALLGOOD | WWW.REALWEIRDART.COMStuff, I think
By Alina Nesterenko
Peer for Career
Are you looking for a job or an in-
ternship?  Visit Baruch College’s Job 
and Internship Fair on Friday, Feb. 
6, between noon and 4 p.m. in the 
Main Gym!  Here are some things 
to consider in preparation for the 
big day:
— Perfect your resume: This in-
cludes listing your most recent 
experience as well as having it 
reviewed by someone at the 
Starr Career Development Cen-
ter (or another professional 
contact). You can schedule an 
appointment, come for walk-
in hours Tuesdays through 
Thursdays between 3 p.m. 
and 5 p.m., or attend Resume 
Rush on Tuesday, Feb. 3 from 
12:30-4:30 p.m.
— Do your research: You can ex-
pect the lines at the fair to be 
long, so you may not get the 
opportunity to speak with every 
employer. Once you have identi-
fi ed your companies of interest, 
do research on their business in 
order to have an intelligent and 
memorable conversation with 
the recruiter.  Prioritize the order 
of companies you want to speak 
with, and consider talking with 
those of less interest fi rst for a 
warm-up so that you are better 
prepared for your most desired 
companies.
— Have an elevator pitch ready. 
This should be a concise sum-
mary of your experiences that 
relate to your interest in the 
company and your fi t as a can-
didate.  Also prepare some ques-
tions for the recruiter to express 
your interest.
Make sure you are dressed in 
formal business attire and bring 
water, your ID and a copy of the em-
ployer packet. If you have any ques-
tions, feel free to stop by SCDC prior 
to the fair. 
Good luck!
Sports
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Baruch swimming teams enter playoffs despite .500 records
BY REYNALDO CARRASCO
SPORTS EDITOR
Baruch College’s women’s and 
men’s swimming teams have had 
a turbulent 2014-2015 season. 
Although the teams ended their 
seasons at .500 with 5-5 and 4-4 
records respectively, they will look 
to reassert their dominance at the 
CUNYAC Finals to be held at Lehm-
an College Feb. 6-8. 
Th e women’s team ended their 
season going 3-2 through their fi nal 
fi ve games. After a disappointing 
showing at the ECAC Season Warm 
Up Finals, the Bearcats righted the 
ship by taking down the John Jay 
Bloodhounds 56-37 on Friday, Dec. 
12. Captain Sally Lim got the ball 
rolling for Baruch as she fi nished 
in fi rst place in the 1,000 yard free-
style. Lim also received help from 
Amy Sung and Adriana Stosic as 
they took fi rst place convincingly in 
their events as well.
After falling 74-131 to the Hunt-
er Hawks on Friday, Jan. 9, the 
Bearcats traveled to Brooklyn to 
take down the Brooklyn Bulldogs 
102-74 on Monday, Jan. 12. It was a 
dominant showing for the Bearcats 
as their coordinated attack proved 
to be too much for the Bulldogs 
to overcome. Th e combination of 
Sung, Adrianna Martinez, Dan-
iela Giraldo and Jessica Lin was 
extremely eff ective as they took the 
2x100 medley relay nearly 11 sec-
onds ahead of the opposition.  Lim 
did her part as well by fi nishing in 
fi rst both the 2x100 freestyle and 
100 butterfl y.
Th e women’s fi nal win of the 
season came against the Lehman 
Lightning on Friday, Jan. 16. It was 
another strong showing for the 
Bearcats as they took the opposi-
tion 109-86. Baruch’s teamwork 
shone once again during the meet 
as the combination of Martinez, 
Sung, Giraldo and Safi ya Seargant 
took the 2x100 medley. Addition-
ally, Lim reached her milestone 
1,000th career point with her 
two wins at the meet. She now 
stands as the fourth female swim-
mer in Baruch history to achieve 
the feat. 
Th e men’s team captured two 
wins in its fi nal three games to se-
cure its spot as the top team in the 
CUNYAC. After struggling at the 
start of the season, the Bearcats 
turned their fortunes around on 
Jan. 12 with a 117-99 win against 
the Brooklyn Bulldogs. 
Th e men were as impressive 
as the women as the team of Mi-
chael Matskovsky, Jonathan Hla, 
Miguel Meza and Andrew Lubrino 
took the 2x100 medley as quickly 
as their female counterparts. Jef-
frey Bosmediano ground out an 
impressive victory by narrowly 
surpassing his Brooklyn rival in the 
1,000 yard freestyle. 
Th e men’s team returned to ac-
tion against the Lehman Lightning 
on Friday, Jan. 16. It was a tough 
outing for the Bearcats as they 
quickly found themselves down 30 
points midway through the meet. 
After that point, the men’s team 
gathered itself and won every sin-
gle event afterward to churn out a 
106-97 win. 
Matskovsky fi red the Bearcats 
up with a fi rst place fi nish in the 
100 backstroke. Meza helped the 
Bearcats earn the win with a fi rst 
place fi nish at the 4x100 freestyle 
after previously fi nishing in second 
during the 100 butterfl y earlier in 
the meet. 
Coach Charles Lampasso ex-
pressed his satisfaction in the 
teams’ swimming despite having a 
weakness in diving. He said, “In the 
regular season, they did really well. 
Unfortunately, there was much div-
ing involved in it. College of Staten 
Island has a number of divers so 
they can score a lot of points there, 
so that’s going to hurt us overall.” As 
simple as it may sound, Lampasso’s 
objective for the team is to “swim 
fast” in order to overcome any 
defi cit they might gain by their lack 
of diving. 
Th ings are never that cut and dry 
in the world of swimming, though. 
To Lampasso, the secret to success 
will depend on the Bearcats’ ability 
to match the other teams’ swim-
mers regardless of the gap in skill. 
To him, the three-day CUNYAC 
Finals will be a long chess match. 
“It will be interesting to see where 
other teams put swimmers in and 
where we could put swimmers in. 
It’s kind of like a chess game be-
cause everyone gets to swim three 
individual events. So we have to sit 
here and fi gure out what’s Lehman 
going to do, what’s CSI going to do, 
who they’re going to put in what 
event. And then we got to pair off  
our guys to try and match theirs,” 
he said. “It’s like a big chess board. 
It’s hard to say if there is going to be 
one event that we will score better 
in than others right now.”
Additional reporting by Hai Yu.
Bearcats dismantle Hawks once again
BY REYNALDO CARRASCO
SPORTS EDITOR
Baruch College’s women’s 
and men’s basketball teams 
were back in action on Friday, 
Jan. 23 for a home game against 
the Hunter Hawks. Both teams 
have been fl ying high this sea-
son as they both sit atop the CU-
NYAC with 13-4 records apiece. 
Th e women started the evening 
on the right foot for the Bearcats 
with a rousing 64-48 victory over 
the Hawks.
Before the game, Francess 
Henry was awarded with the ball 
she scored her 1,000th point with 
against the CCNY Beavers. Th is 
seemed to ignite the Bearcats as 
they started the game with their 
trademark feverish defense. Th ey 
were active from the get-go, and 
thanks to their eff ort on defense, 
Baruch limited Hunter to 17 points 
for 24 percent shooting from the 
fi eld in the fi rst half. Although 
the off ense was a bit clunky to 
start, the Bearcats managed to 
run up 29 points on the opposi-
tion. Th ey have their superior re-
bounding skills to thank for that 
as the Bearcats out-rebounded 
the Hawks 31-20 in the fi rst half 
as well.
Both teams seemed to fi nd 
their footing in the second half 
as the Bearcats outscored 35-31 
in the fi nal 20 minutes. However, 
the Bearcats kept their defensive 
intensity as the Hawks only im-
proved to 38.7 percent from the 
fi eld; the Bearcats themselves shot 
much better at 48.4 percent in the 
second half. Baruch also totaled 
six steals in the second half thanks 
to their active movement on the 
defensive end. Sheridan Taylor 
was the night’s top performer as 
she fi nished the game with 19 
points, 15 rebounds and three 
steals. Iyana Abrams was the sec-
ond-leading scorer with 13 points, 
four rebounds and fi ve assists. 
Th e men’s team must have 
received some of the women’s 
momentum as they crushed the 
Hawks 81-43 in their matchup. 
Th e Bearcats were scorching hot 
in the fi rst half as they ran out to a 
44-21 halftime lead thanks to their 
shooting 57.1 percent from the 
fi eld. Baruch was especially hot 
from the three-point line as they 
made 7-11 from downtown. Th eir 
energy on defense was as electric 
as the women’s as they limited the 
Hawks to 40 percent shooting in 
the fi rst half while also stealing the 
ball six times. 
Th e second half held more of 
the same for the Bearcats as the 
Hawks were outscored 37-22 in 
the closing half. Although Baruch 
cooled down from the fi eld, drop-
ping to 41.9 percent, they froze the 
Hawks’ off ense completely as the 
opposition was only able to reach 
22.7 percent in the second half. Th e 
steals were up for the Bearcats as 
they stole the ball six times again. 
Granville Gittens was the 
game’s leading scorer as he fi n-
ished his night with 18 points, 
six rebounds, two blocks and 
two steals. In the process of scor-
ing those 18, Gittens scored his 
1,000th career point, becoming the 
20th player in Baruch history to 
achieve that. Th ey were a loud two 
points as well as Gittens reached 
the milestone with a dunk in the 
fi rst half. Chimaechi Ekekeugbor 
was the next leading scorer with 17 
points and eight rebounds. 
Th e Bearcats seem in prime 
position to fi nish in fi rst place in 
the CUNYAC and will look to se-
cure their spot on Th ursday, Feb. 
5, against the Lehman Lightning at 
the Battle of Lexington.
HAI YU | THE TICKER
Head coach John Alesi has done an impressive job of bonding the team together.
HAI YU | THE TICKER
Miguel Meza has had an extraordinary season as he has rarely fi nished outside fi rst or second place in any event. 
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Isles abundant in talent and drive but lack playoff experience
Buckeyes stun Ducks in National Championship after rocky season
BY ERIC CHENG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Coming off  an Orange Bowl ap-
pearance, the Ohio State Buckeyes 
were looking to make a push to be a 
contender for National Champion-
ship. Starting in 2014, college foot-
ball has a new system of determin-
ing which teams would be playing 
in the National Championship 
game. Instead of a Bowl Champi-
onship Series system where the top 
two ranked teams would be play-
ing in the National Championship 
game, there is now a playoff  system 
where four teams are selected to 
get the opportunity to play in the 
National Championship. 
Unfortunately for Ohio State, 
they had to play without their red-
shirt senior quarterback Braxton 
Miller, who had to miss the sea-
son due to a shoulder injury. Ohio 
State had to rely on redshirt fresh-
man J.T. Barrett to get them through 
the season.
In the second game of the sea-
son, Ohio State lost 35 to 21 to 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
Virginia State University. Howev-
er, from that point forward, Ohio 
State was on a roll, winning their 
last 10 games to put themselves in 
position to earn a spot in the semi-
fi nals of the college football play-
off s. Th ese wins included a double 
overtime win against Pennsylva-
nia State University, a win against 
Michigan State University, Uni-
versity of Minnesota and archrival 
University of Michigan. 
Barrett fi nished the season 
with a quarterback rating of 85.6 
while completing 203 passes, scor-
ing 34 touchdowns, and gaining 
2834 yards. Unfortunately, during 
the win against Michigan, Barrett 
broke his ankle. With the loss of 
Barrett and Miller, Ohio State had 
to count on third-string quarter-
back Cardale Jones to get them into 
the college football playoff . Ohio 
State was the fi fth-ranked team at 
the time and needed a win in the 
Big Ten Championship game to at 
least give them a chance at earning 
a spot in the semi-fi nals. 
However, the Buckeyes had to 
face Heisman candidate Melvin 
Gordon and the Wisconsin Bad-
gers in the Big Ten Championship. 
Many people wondered if the stage 
was going to be too big for a quar-
terback that is making his fi rst start 
of his college career. Jones and 
the Ohio State Buckeyes proved 
all the doubters wrong as they de-
stroyed Wisconsin 59-0. Jones was 
fantastic in the game completing 
12 passes on 257 yards with three 
touchdowns and a quarterback 
rating of 82. 
Additionally, Jones did not turn 
the ball over once. Th e defense was 
able to shutdown Gordon hold-
ing him to just 76 yards on the 
ground. Ezekiel Elliot had a huge 
game rushing for 220 yards and 2 
touchdowns. After their dominant 
win, Ohio State would then play the 
fi rst-ranked ranked University of 
Alabama Crimson Tide in the Sug-
ar Bowl. Th e Buckeyes were a huge 
underdog in this game because of 
Alabama’s overwhelming advan-
tage in experience and because 
of the play of their wide receiver, 
Amari Cooper. 
Many people questioned wheth-
er Jones was ready for this kind of 
stage. Jones and Ohio State proved 
everyone wrong again as they were 
able to upset Alabama 42-35. Jones 
was terrifi c again completing 18 
passes on 243 yards and one touch-
down. Sugar Bowl Off ensive MVP 
Elliot was terrifi c again rushing for 
230 yards with two touchdowns. 
Alabama had two key turnovers in 
this game. One came on a pick six. 
Th e other was an interception that 
came one play later after starting its 
drive on the Buckeyes’ 20-yard line 
because of a weird hop on a punt. 
Ohio State would play Heis-
man winner Marcus Mariota and 
the University of Oregon Ducks in 
the National Championship. Th e 
Buckeyes were again six-point un-
derdogs. Ohio State blew out Or-
egon 42-20 to win the inaugural 
college football playoff  title. Jones 
did not have his best game, but 
was able to make some big plays in 
tough situations. 
Elliot had another huge game 
as he rushed for 246 yards with 
for touchdowns. Ohio State was 
not bothered at all by the fast-
tempo off ense Oregon likes to run. 
Now going into the off season, the 
question Urban Meyer and rest 
of the staff  will have to fi gure out-
who exactly will be the Buckeyes 
starting quarterback. 
Last season, the New York Is-
landers were the laughing stock of 
the Metropolitan division. Finish-
ing at the absolute bottom of the 
division, and third from the bot-
tom of the conference, the Isles 
stumbled into the off season at a 
place they have spent much of 
the past decade: the start of the 
rebuilding phase. 
What made this past off sea-
son diff erent was a series of smart 
decisions by both management 
and coaching. For many years, 
fans were frustrated at poor roster 
moves and the constant trading 
away of promising talent for aging 
(but dying) quasi-superstars, the 
most recent example being Th om-
as Vanek last season, who did not 
even fi nish his year with the team.
Still, the Islanders managed to 
string a couple of wins together at 
the end of the season with the help 
of a few promising players, namely 
John Tavares, Kyle Okposo and 
Brock Nelson. 
Toward the end of last season, 
the Islanders also traded away de-
fenseman and alternate captain 
Andrew McDonald to the Philadel-
phia Flyers. In the off season, the Is-
landers let go of goaltender Evgeni 
Nabakov, the most recent in a long 
line of disappointing net minders 
since Rick Dipietro, whom the club 
is still paying under a foolish 13-
year contract. With some open cap 
room and the cutting loose of inef-
fective players, the Islanders took 
to rebuilding. 
Th e fi rst step was to fi ll the 
gaping hole in between the pipes. 
Although enjoying brief periods 
of moderate success with Chris 
Osgood and Dipietro, the Isles 
have not truly had solid goaltend-
ing since the late 1980s. Jaroslav 
Halak may be the end to that. Th e 
Isles picked up the veteran from 
the Washington Capitals who has 
contributed to the team by rank-
ing third overall in the league in 
a very important category: wins. 
Halak has posted a 26-9 record in 
net, including four shutouts. His 
solid goaltending has played a key 
role in propelling the Isles to the 
top of the Metropolitan division 
this season.
Along with fi lling the space 
between the pipes, the Island-
ers boosted their off ense as well. 
Th e team has always had plenty of 
young talent, but the core group of 
forwards typically lacked experi-
ence. Th is past off season, the team 
changed that by picking up Mikhail 
Grabovski and Nikolai Kulemin 
from free agency. 
Th ese players have produced 
off ensively but have also provided 
depth for some of the off ense’s 
younger talent. With team captain 
Tavares and alternate captain Kyle 
Okposo coming into their prime 
and leading the off ense in points, 
younger players like Nelson, Ryan 
Strome and Anders Lee have be-
come extra weapons instead of 
being relied on to produce most 
of the off ense. Combine this with 
gritty yet skilled players such as 
Matt Martin, Casey Cizikas and 
Cal Clutterbuck and it’s clear to see 
why the Isles have one of the deep-
est, most well-rounded off enses 
in the league. 
In the fi nal days of the off sea-
son, the Islanders made two fi nal 
additions to their roster that have 
both played key roles in their suc-
cess so far this season. In trades 
with the Chicago Blackhawks and 
the Boston Bruins, the team ac-
quired veteran defenseman Nick 
Leddy from Chicago and Johnny 
Boychuk from Boston. Th ese play-
ers both have recent Stanley Cup 
rings and bring a ton of playoff 
experience to the team. Th ey also 
bring to the table quality veteran 
experience, which is something the 
Islanders defense has been lack-
ing for a very long time. Combine 
this with the young talent of Cal-
vin de Haan, Travis Hamonic and 
Th omas Hickey, and the Isles have 
a solid defense to complement 
their off ense. 
While the additional personnel 
have helped the team succeed, if 
All-Star teams teach us anything, it 
is that talent cannot win on its own. 
One of the biggest changes this sea-
son has been the coaching. Unlike 
last year, the Islanders are fi nish-
ing games strong and playing well 
through all three periods. Whether 
this is the result of better condi-
tioning or a new coaching style by 
Jack Capuano, the Islanders are 
no longer playing like a bunch of 
rookies but instead resemble a sea-
soned, well-conditioned team with 
excellent chemistry.
Although leading their divi-
sion, the Islanders odds of getting 
very far in the playoff s once they 
get there are bleak. Firstly, one of 
the Islanders biggest issues is that 
they give up far too many goals. Th e 
team ranks at 21 out of 30 in goals 
against per game, with a 2.74 aver-
age. Th ey win because they score 
a lot of goals as well, but playoff  
hockey is much tighter and much 
more disciplined. Just like in foot-
ball, defense wins championships. 
Often, it is the teams with the best 
goalies who give up the fewest 
goals that make it to the fi nal. 
Furthermore, the Islanders 
lack playoff  experience. Th e fran-
chise has only been to the playoff s 
twice in the past decade: in 2006 
where they were ousted in 5 games 
by the Buff alo Sabres and in 2013 
when they squeaked into the play-
off s and were forced out by the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 
Few players on the team have 
played in more than fi ve playoff 
games their whole career. Th e road 
to the Stanley Cup is a long and ar-
duous one, and as recent years have 
shown, it’s typically teams with ex-
tensive playoff  experience that can 
make it all the way to the cup. If the 
Islanders are going to make it past 
the fi rst or second round, the team 






Jaroslav Hulak (left) and Johnny Boychuk were two key additions the Islanders made during the off season.
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Urban Meyer led his Ohio State Buckeyes to a win over the Oregon Ducks in the National Championship game despite all odds. 
The Buckeyes were a huge underdog in this game because of Alabama’s overwhelming ad-
vantage in experience and because of the play of their wide receiver, Amari Cooper. 
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